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Friendly Reader, to all you that are Lovers of Truth, 
1ſhall here through God's aſſiſtance give the whole 
clear and full account the Scripture gives of the 
DEITY. 


\'UT firſt, that T may give the Reader ſome 
& light in the reading holy Writ, that thereby 
whar is contain'd therein may be the more 
P - clearly underſtood. = —- 
Therefore, for Information we are to take notice, 
thar we are to take the Scriptures in. the plain letter 
ofthe word in every place where ir is poſſible for us 
ſoro underſtand them. Thar is, unleſs we find other 
places of Scripture which are agreeable to reaſon to 
contradict the other Scripture, which if taken in the 
plain Lerter of the Text, will not agree with Reaſon. 
The which when we ſo find it, we muſt admit it to 
be allegorically or parabolically ſpoken. 


As for inſtance, Chriſt is ſaidto be a Door, a Vine, 
an Olwe- tree, for in that Chriſt ſaith he is a Door, 1s 
becauſe, there is an entrance made by hirn into the 
Sheepfold: And by whom the returning Sinner is broughc 
Into the Favour of God. For by bw ſtripes they will bz 
healed, Iſa. 53- F. ,. And fo by way of fimilitude 1t 1s 
that Chriſt, is a Vine, an Olive Tree, a Tryed Stone, P1 
prec:ons Corner Stone. Bur ſhould we take rheie Ex- 
prefſions il the plain lerter of the Word, we ſhould de» 
ny both Scripture and Reafon. For the Scriptures, de- 
clare Chriſt to be the Son; of God, Plal. 45; &, 7. 
Heb. 1.8. Who rock ear Nature wpon him, lia. 7. I4-, 


Zech, 13.7, Luke 1,21, Therefore the forementioned 
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2 = The Scriptures, the Rule of Faith. 
Expreſſions are allegorically ſpoken, -that is, by way 
of ſimilitude. For our Faith or Belief is never to he 
contrary foreafon. Foras far as we have left on uy 
an impreflion of right reaſon, ſo much of the Image of 
God, 18ftill remaining ih us. And right Reafon and 
Faith are the two 'Eyes'of the Soul, | 
And whereas the: 'Kpoſtle faith, Now Faith 7s. the 
ſubſt.ince of thinrs hoped for, the emidence of things mt 
ſeen, Heb. 11x, t. That 1s, their Faith was to them 
.i1c Subſtance of, the things hoped for. For they be- | 
hevedand expett.dreally to find thatall the Promiſe 
ſhould be made-gond ſubſtantially, that is, in Subſtance 
according as qs declared in the Word, Bur then their 
Faith was to/them the Evidence of things not ſeen, 
Eut they expected to: ſee Face to Face, and to know Pl 
they were known, F1Cor, 13.12, when they came to 
tae Enjoyment of all what they hoped for. For what, 
was then ihe Subſtance of their Faith, was afterwards 
really and ſubſtantially ro be known and enjoyed. 
Now alſo if we find any fingle place in Scripture, 
and nothing in Scripture to. contradict that Place, 
thenit is to be taken in the plain letter of the word, 
and uot according to Man's invented Reaſoning, Tra- 
dition, or Philoſophy. For the Apoſtle ſaith, Beware 
left any Man ſpoil yort threagh Philsſophy and F ain dcceu, 
after the Tradition of - en, Col. 2.8. For thereby ma- 
ny Will fin] themſelves deceived. For as we muſt ns 
rake up with a Faith contrary co Reaſon, Fyet in ſeve- 
veral things our Faich is. required to be above our 
Reaſon. . As for example. Chri/t ſaith, it is eaſter fo. 
a Camcl to go thronnh the:y? of a necdie, than for a ric! 
Aan to enter into the Kingdom of Gid, Matt, 19. 24: 
| Fhis is above our reaſon to Conceive how a Camel 
ſhould gothrough the Eye ofa Needie: But Chrilt ſaith, 
with 7Mcn this ig imprjjible : But wit God all things arc 


Fogj Ge, virſ, 26, nd LS Is a: iccable to m_— 
be 


Faith and. Reaſon the two Eyes off the Soul, 3 
believe thatwith God all things are poſſible,” becauſe 
God at firſt created all things; and his power is be= « 
yond our comprehenſion, So as nothing is impoſſt- 


* i ble with God, bur tolic, and do.wickedly, Heb, 6, 
- 18. Num. 23. 19. Pſal. $0.21. 18am. 15.29. 

- AndChrift after his Reſurrection, his Diſciples being. 
Fi mer together and the door being ſont, he came and ſtood. 
o in the midſt, Fohn 20. 19, 20,26. This was beyond 
ou Man's underſtanding: For Chriſt having a corporeal 
2 Subſtance, and coming in when the Doors were ſhut, 


the which they could not- apprehend he could, there- 
fore they wereafrail, and thought they had ſeen a 
Spirit, but Chriſt madeir plainly appear to their un- | 
derſtanding thar ir was himſelf, by ſoewing them his | 
Hands and his Side, And likewiſe to convince them | 
that he was no Spirir, Lake 24.37, 38, 39. Heſaid, 
Handle me and /ee, for a Spirit hath not Fl:ſh and Bones, 
as ye ſee me hays, For thoa Spirit has a likeneſs or re- 
ſemblance of a corporeal-Perſon, yer of no corporeal 
Subſtance, -having neither Fleſh nor -Bones; bur the 
Lord Chriit would fatisfic -them, thar he had both, 
that thereby their underſtanding might be convinced 
that it was himſelf. For the -Lord requires not Man 
fo believe contrary to what he gives them Ground and 
Evidence for their belief. Therefore no Man ought to 
impoſe upon another to believe that which they can 
give no good Evidence for their Belief from Scriip- 
ture and Reaſon, As the Papiſt would bave us be- 
lieve thar the Sacrament is the real Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, though we evidently ſee, feel, and raft that it 
is ſtill but Bread and Wine, Bur an implicit Faith 
contrary to Senſe and Reaſon, 1s of the Devils cotn- 
ing, And we are to apprehend no other of the Deity, 
than what was before written in the Word of God. 
For we were <©o hold fa chat which was firſt delivered, 
by  - 24.6 
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& . The Scriptures the Rule of Faith. 
and whoſoever brings that again tolight, to be ſure 
they mult be right. | | 
_ And [Chriſt after he aroſe, when he explained th 
Scriptures to his Diſciples which concerned himſelf, 
He made them plain-to their underſtanding, -SAying, 
ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to enter 
into. his Glory? ' And beginning at Moſcs, and all the 
Prophets, he expounded to. them in all the Scriptares the 
F-1ings concerning himſelf, Luke 24, 26, 27, The Lord 
here begins with doſes, becauſe in his time was the 
Order given for the Paſchal Lamb to be Slain z which 
was a lively Emblem of his Sufferings : The which he 
then did expound to them from all the Scriptures con. 
cerning his Sufferings, and his Glory. For the Pro. 
phers from Moſes all along propheſied of both, as 
his Sufterings, -and the Glory of his Kingdom in time 
' Co come. | 
And St. Peter ſpeaking of all the Prophets that pro- 
poeficd of Chriſt fince the World began, He likewiſe begins 
at Moſes, ts 3.21, 22. Forin Moſesr's time the Twelve 
Tribes were laid for the Foundation of the World to 
come ; and from that Foundation it was,thatChriſt was 
figuratively Slain in the Paſchal Lamb. And according- 
ly ſaid, Rev. 13 8, The Lamb Slainſrom the Foundation 
of the World, From which Foundation the Works of thoſe 
mnbelieving [ſraclites were finiſhed, Heb. 4. 3. When 
they thro' their Onbelief miſcarried in the Wilderneſs, Heb, 
3.15, 16, 17. All that were numbred from Twenty 
Years old and upwards, ſave Caleb and Joſhua, bur 1ſrael 
was and 1s the Beginning or Foundation of the World 
ro come, for all that come in Heirs to chat World, 
muſt come 1n as the Seed of Abraham, Gal. 3.28, 29. 
And by the Lionof the Tribe of F#adah. And this World 
to COMe 1s that of which rhe Apoſtle ſaith he ſpeaks, 
and is that which is to be pur into Subjettion unto 
(hiift, Heb. a. 5. For rhough there is Mention _— 
O 
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of ſeveral Worlds, Heb. T. 2. And ſevetal Foundations, 
yet the Scripture relates that there has been but one 


.Creation. But by the Apoſtacy, the Chriſtians have 


loſt the right Sentiments of the Word in ſeveral things, 
And of the 'World to come. So as much of the Scfip- 
ture is made thereby to contradict it ſelf. , So as now 
the Chriſtians have taken theNew Teftamentin contra- 
dition to the old, For tho' in the New Teſtament 

here is ſome little Addition,” yet nothing in contradi- 

ion to the Old, when rightly underſtood. For God 

cannot deny himſelf. | | 

And God offen in Scripture, calls two things by 


| onename z and when the Scriptures declare one is to 


be deſtroyed, and the other remain, then it is from 
holy Writ to be made plain, which 1s to be deſtroyed, 
and. which is to remain, But let none ſeem: to be 
wiſe above what is written, leſt they fall into the 
Snare of the Devil. But let all chings be tried by the 
Standard of God's Word. For now the Scriptures are 
laid together, we may eaſily underſtand Truth from 
Error, : For as the Lord. Chrilt ſaid of ſome. of old, 
they erred not knowing the Scriptures, att. 22.29. So 
ſince the Beaſt has changed Times and Laws, Dan. 7.25. 
It isgenerally ſo with all the Chriſtians. For now the 
Sheep of Chriſt eat that which others have trodden, and 
drink that which others have fouled with their Feet, Exe, 
34.19. But Judgment is pronounced to them that 
have done this, verſ. 27. Matt, 25. 17. Iſa. 56.9, 10, 
Atts 20. 27. And all that will hold the People in 
Darkneſs when God brings the Knowledge of his 
Truth to Light, muſt expect to fall under the Con- 
demnation threatned, J/a.24. 16. Chap. 33, 7, For 
it will not ſerve turn to teach no more of the Truth 
than what Man thinks tit to be taught: Bur they are 
to declare the whole Truth, the which is that which 
God thinks fit to. be taught, whe according 
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& The Scrijinres, the Rule of Faith. 
to his Promiſe at the time of the end, Knowledge ſhea 
be increaſed, Dan. 12, 4,7. And thoſe that will: not 
believe the Scriptures, 4s Moſes and the Prophets; 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles when they are rſ®de to agree, 
will not believe though one roſe from the Dead, Luke 16, 
3 7. But letall remember that none are to 4dd to Gods 
Word, nor diminiſh ought *frot it, Deut. 4.2. Pio. 39, 
6. Rev. 22,18, 19. | 
Bur here, no more of this Subject, for we are to 
ſpeak of the Deicy. The which we are to tinderſtand 
from the plain words of the Scriptures as tothe genuine 
SCope of the word contaiti'd in holy Writ, But where. 
as fome ſay that God in his Word ſpeaks afcer the 
manner of Men, and according to Mans underſtand. 
Ing ;. and if ſo, how durſt any Man to find out another 
way for Man to underſtand-of God, 'than what God 
thought fir for Man's underſtanding? For to be ſure 
God will never be angry with his Creatures for them to 
underſtand of him according to that which he thought 
fie for their underſtanding. But this Miſtake has been 
through the miſapplying the words of Sr, Paxl, 
Where he faith Rom. 6. 19, [ſpeak after the manner of 
Men, becauſe of the Infirmity of your Fleſh, for as ye have 
. pielded your Members, Servants to Uncleaniſs and to Tni- 
quity ; even fo mow yield your members Seryanhis to Righ- 
teouſneſs and wnto Holineſs, This rhe Apolile faith, 
that he might give them a clear underſtanding. For 
theſe words of Sr, Payl every rational Man knows he 
muſt take jn the plain Letter of the Word. And accor- 
dingly when God ſpeaks in aplain way, he ſpeaks as 
Man doth, Gen. 11. 4. They ſaid, go to, let us build us 
a City, And in verſ. 7, God ſaid, Go to, let us go down 
and there confound their Langazge, And the Event ac- 
cordingly followed : And whereas it 1s ſaid of God, 
Plat. 44: 23- Awake, why ſltepeſt thow, O Lerd, Ariſe, 


caſt us 0t off for ever, Eere the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks as to 


"Faith aud Rea {V'} the two | Eyes of the Sout.” | 7 | 


God's delaying his Pordthments on the Wicked, for 
from the Words going before and, after, it doth de- 
ths dare it to be, ſo. As alſo Pſal.7. 6. and3g. 23. For 
"_ itherwiſe God ſleepeth. not. For it is ſaid, He that 


ree teepeth Iſrael, neither ſlumbers nor [treps, PC il. I2I. 4» 
76, Now we may. find the Scriptures explain themſelves, | 
"0a; when we again recover theright. Method in reading, 
50, ind the true Sentimenrts of the Word. Burt ſome have- 
made ſuch ill uſe of th> words of the Apoſtle, ſo as to 
to | overturn great part of holy Writ thereby. | But one 
ad wauld wonder that any ſhould think when God ſpeaks 
78 in a plain method, that it ſhould not be agreeable to 
C. WF Man's underſtanding, b-cauſe God made Man a ra- 
v | tonal Soul; and God himſelf is the Fountain of all 
l | 11-ht Reaſon. Therefore what God ſpeaks i in a plain 


| way, muſt be accarding to Man's  und:rſtanding.; 
| And Sr. Pal ſpeaking of the fit Church+s, Col. 3. 10, 

That they bad prt on the new Man wiich is renewed in 
onde) th after the imaje of him that creatcd him, 
Again he faith, Ep9.4 23, 24. And be renewed 
in the Spirit of your mind, Ardtour you put onthe new 
Man, which aſter God is created in Rig hteouſn ſs and true 
Holineſs. Now when God fjeaks in a plain way, 
were it not according to Man's underſtanding, there 
would not then be either Promiſe or Threatning In 
all the Book of God of any Force, as to the'Blcfſe&= 
nels or Miſery that is therein promiſed, or threatned, 
And do we all ho!d that God made Man in his Image 
in the Intrinſick part of Man, and ar the ſame time 
hoid, thar God found out another way for Man to 
underſtand the things of God, than whar is agrecable 
to the Nature of God, This being ſocontrary to Truth, 
and the Reaſon thar God has Rampr upon us, the 
which is pare of his (mage. lt is therefore time to 
come our of theſe g:ofs miittakes, and to bejicie what 1 1s 
made plain from the word. 
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Now whereas it is faid, ob 11.7. Canſt thou by 
ſearching find out God, canft thou find ont the Almighty 
unto Perfeftion? No, no man can perfeftly find our 
God, ſo as to know-every way his infinite Power and 
Perfection : For that, as the love of Chrift paſſeth Know- 
ledge, Eph. 3. 18, 19. Therefore St. Paul Gaith, Rom, 
II. 33. Othe depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of God, how unſearchable arc his Judgments, and 
his Ways paſt finding out, But as far as the Scriptures 
give an Account df God, we havea Liberty to ſearch 
into, and to give the cleareſt Account that they will 
admitof. Bur until God brought again to Light how 
to underitand his Word aright, it wasnot to be done, 
for all the Scholaſtick_Learning in the World could 
not do it. And no' Viſions nor Revelations are to be 
believed, farther than they can be made appear to 
be agreeable with the Scriptures. For it is ſaid, ts 
the Law and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according 
ro this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them, Iſaiah 
8.20. And St. Paxl ſaith to Timothy, that from 4 
Child he kuew the holy Scriptures, which were able to make 
him wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
2 Tim. 3. 15. Which Scriptures were thoſe of the 
Old Teſtament, becauſe he knew them from a Child. 
Therefore that which his Grandmother, and Mother 
caught him, for the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the anfeigned 
Faith that was in him, which dwclt firſt in his Grand- 
mother Lois, and in his Mother. Eunice, and he was 
perſwaded that it was in him alſo, Chap. 1. 5. It be- 
ing that Faith that dwelt firſt in his Grandmother, 
and Mother, therefore the Apoſtle addeth, the Faith in 
Chriſt Feſus. And Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples ye believe 
in God, believe alſo in me, John 14.1. For Chriſt came 
not to take any off from believing what God by the 
Prophets had ſaid, but to fulfil and confirm the Truth 
cf the ſame, as to what did then remain unſulfilled. 
| | | ſo” | There- 


Faith and Reaſon the two Eyes of the Soul, 9 
Therefore the Apoſtles compared Spiritual things with 
Spiritual, IT Cor. 2. 13. 2 Pet. 1.16,19,20,21, That 
thereby they might keep out any Deluiion from creep- 
| ing in, for they were to be. mindful of the words of 
the Prophets, 2 Per. 3.2, The which if the Chriſtians 
had continued ſo to do, they would never have been 
inthe Darkneſs thar they are now in. And the An- 
gel, or Chriſt, ſaid to Damel, 7 will ſhew thee that. 
which ts noted in the Scriptures of Truth, Dan. 10. 21. 
And David, the Man after God s own Heart, with whom 
God's Spirit did reſide, made God's word his -Medita- 
tion, by which he became wiſer than all his Teachers. 
For in God's word is not only what we are to do, bur 
what we are to look and hope for too, Therefore letno 
Men lean to their own underjtanding, Prov.3.5. Nor 
Philoſophical Interpretation of Scripcure, for thereby 
the Truth of God's Word hath been perverted.. For 
now God having again brought the true meaning of 
his word tolight, the Scriptures are found to be the | 
true Interpreters of themſelves. For we areto believe 
nothing but what can be made plain from them : And 
not that which proceeds from Mans Scholaſtick Learn- 
ing, which has been ſo much ſet up in contradiftion 
to the Scriptures. For God will turn Wiſe Men back- 
ward, and make their Knowled:e fooliſh, Iaieh 44. 2x. 
For ſuch Wiſdom is but Fouliſhneſs with God, 1 Cor. r- .| 
19,20,21, For Man by {etting up his own Wiſdom in * | 
oppoſition to God's Word, thereby has been loſt the | 
right Knowledge of God. And. ſome by truſting ro 
Dreams and Viſions, which have not been agrecable 
roGod's Word, have been deluded thereby. Bur ler 
all that haveſetup any thing above God's Word, look 
to it, leſt they. ſhould be ſnxred in the work of their own 
hanas, Higgaion, Selah. Pfal. 9. 6. The Engliſh of 
Higgaion, Selah, isa ſaving to be remembred for ever. 
For at te end will appear the dreadful Event, There: 

fore 
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Therefore let every ſincere hearted Chriſtian believe: iy | 
the' Lord God, ſo ſhall they be eſtabliſhed, beliewe his pro- | 
phets, ſa ſhall ze proſper, 2 Chron. 20.20. The like 
charge and admuntion was given by the Apoſtles, 
2 Pet. 3.2. 1Cor. 2.13. 2 Pet, £,19, But fince the 
apoſtacy as theChriſtians have taken theNewTeſtament 
in contradiction to the'Old : We cannot make ſenſe of 
a great part of whatis there ſaid, therefore the Chri=. 
ftians go to their Authors, thinking to receive Light 
from them: But by them, the Eyes of their underſtan- 
ding 1s put out of their Heads, For it has been the Auy- 
thorsof all Parties that have helpt to tura things upſide 
down, Burt ſome willingly and ſome unwillingly occa- 
ſioned through the Darkneſs they were fallen under, 
Reader I recommend to you that nable Berean like Ar- 
ticle of the Church of England, which is as followeth, 
Fhe holy Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to 
Salvation; fo that whatſoever is not read therein,nor 
may be proved thereby, is nor to be rEquired of any 
Man, that it ſhould be believed as an Article of the 
Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation, 


This 6 Article being made according to God's holy 


Word we ought to keep cloſe to it, and like the noble 
Bereans fee whether all things thar we receive as to 
matters of Faith be according to Scripture. 


[This being the wholſ1me Aav'ce of yoar Friend and Serva:t 
 #n Chriſt, and for Chri(f, | 
| M. Mercin, 


Some Men will have all the Scripture tobe Allepgoris. 
cally ſpoken, and ſome would have nothing therein 
to be allegoricaily fpoken : * Bur theſe are both out 
ofthe way, Butthere1is nothing inthe Scripture al- 
legorically ſpoken, but what may be proved from 
the Scriprure to be fo, Ro 
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1 True and Full and Clear Account the Scripture 
gives of the Deity : As Father, Son, and Spirit. 


Lively ſimilitude of the Deity, repreſented by 
the Humanity. For God by nmilicude re- 
reſents things according to our Capacity. When 
ſimply conſidered. from the plain words of the Scrip-' 
tures. Foy God ſaid, let us make Man in our Image 
after our likeneſs, Gen. 1,26. 27, We are here to 
take Notice, thar God did not only make Man in his 
{ Image, but alſo in the hkeneſs of himſelf. Thereby 
! ſhewing that thoſe words vave feveral Significations, 
| according to what St. Peter faith, That no prophefic 
| of the Scripture is of any private Interpretation, 2 Pet. 1. 
20, That is, they have more than a ſingle ſignifica- 
tion, And when God ſaid, let us make Man, it ſhews 
that there was then more thanone Perſonin the Deity, 
And accordingly St. fohn ſaith, that all thivgs were 
made by Chrift; and without hins was not any thing 
made that was . made, Chap.1. 3. Thereby ſhewing 
that Chriſt was with the Father in the making of all 
things, And alſo St, Paxl ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſairh, that 
by him all things were created, that are im Heaven, 
aud that are in the Earth, viſible and inviſible, Col, r. 
16, And when God did create Man, he then created 
them Male and Female, Ger. 1.27, So that at the. 
firſt, the Woman was created in the Man. And God 
rook her out of him, and then they became twain, 
tho? ſtill one Fleſh, by reaſon of che continued union 
of their perſons, Gen. 2. 24. ; 
Soin Eternity Chriſt was in God, as beingin that 


ane Perſon gantil he became te firſt born of every Creae 
| | ure, 
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12 Chriſt the Firſt-born of every Creature. 
tuve, Col. 1. 15. Which was before all Worlds. For iti 
faid, God by him made the Worlds, Heb. 1.2. And 
Chrs;t who caliech himſelf the Amen ſaith, Rev. 3.14, 
Theſe thin's (aith the Amen the faithful and true Witneſs, 
fc be,tnning of the Creation of God, Here Chriſt declares 
himſelf ty be rhe beginning of the Creatien of God, 
therefore he was before the elder World of Angels, as 
well as Mene And wasinGlory with his Father before 
ail Worlds. For this is he whoſe goings forth have 
been from of ol? from everlaſting, Micahg.2. And 
Ct:rift ſaith, that he proceeded forth, and came from God, 
John: 8.42. And likewiſe he faith, the holy Gho# 
procecd-th from the Father, John 15.26, Whereby 
we tce Chriſt did not only come forth from Heaven, 
where God is, bur that he alſo did proceed and came 
forth from God, when he became the firſt born of eve- 
ry Creature. And therefore he ſaith, What if ye ſhall 
ſee the ſon of Man ajcend up-where he was before, John 6, 
62. The which was to the Throne of God, from 
whence he care, and thither he was again td return, 
For unto the Son he ſaid, fit thou on my right hand until 
F make thine Enemies thy Footſtool, Heb. 1, 13. And 
this is the Son which David ſays is his Lord, Pſal. 110, 
And 7aceb on both the Sons of foſeph pronounced the 
Blefſing thus, Gen. 48.15. The God that fed me all 
my life lon; unto this day, verſ. 16, The Angel which re- 
deerxzed me from all evil, bleſs the Lads, Here we ſee 
that Zacob had an Eyeto the Redeemer, and that in his 
Name he blefſed the Lads: For in the Blefling, both 
the Father and the Son are included. 

And this forementioned Angel, was the Angel which 
Jacob wreſjiled with for a Blefling, Gen. 32. 24, 26. 
Unto whom the Angel ſaid, As a Prince haſt thou power 
with God, azd with 7Aen and haſt prevailed, weiſ. 28. And 
Facobſaid I have ſeen God Face to Face,and my Life is pre- 
ſervza, verſ. 30. But the glorious Face of this Angel, 

| who 
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_ Chriſt the Firſt-born of every Creature, 13 
who was the Son of God and likewiſe God was 
there vailed with the appearance of Fleſh. For ir is 
faid, verſ. 24. Jacob was left alonz: and there wreſtled 
« Man with him, until the breaking of the day, And the 
Angels that appeared, as Men to Abraham, of 
whom, one of them was God, Gen. 18. 1.2. Who khaved 
and taiked with; Abraham, when the other two went 
to Sodors, veri. 22. But here alſo his Glory was vailed 
with the appearance of Fleſh, whereby ir doth fignifie 
ir was Chriſt, who was to take our Nature upon him, 
and the other two Angels ſaid, they were ſent of the 
Lord to deſtroy Sodom, Gen. 19. 13. And neither inthe 
Prophets, nor by the Apoſtles is God the Father faid 
to bean Angel. But the Son 1s often ſocalled Now 
itis ſaid of God the Father, Gen. 17. x. The Lord 
appeared to Abrabam, and ſaid unto him, I am the Al- 
mighty God, walk before me, and be thou perfe#. From 
theſe words it doth plainly ſhew, that it was God the 
Father thathere ſpake unto him. For we do nor find 
in Scripture, that Almighty God is attributed to Chriſt, 
But as we have put in moſt Mighty, Pſal. 45. 3. 
Which word moſt 1s not in the Hebrew, But Chriſt 
in Scriptare is ſaid to be Mighty and often ſaid to be 
God, as well as he is therein ſaid co be an Angel, and 
Man. And of this Angel it,is of whom God ſaid, 
Exod. 23.20. Behold [ ſend an Angel before thee, to k-op 
thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place w/.ich I 
have prepared, Beware of him, and obey his Voice, pro- 
woke him not,” for he will not pardon your Tranſpreſſions : 
For my name is in him, This Angel God ſaid to Moſes 
he would ſend with Iſrael, the which was before they 
had rranſgrefied in making the Calf. The which An- 
gel they were to obey, for he would not pardon their 
Tranſgrefſions no more than God, For in that God 
ſaith, hisnameis in him, is becavſe he is Gol as well 
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' 14 The Angel whom God [aid his name was in him. 
28 an Angel. And God ſaid, verſ, 22, Tf thow ſnalt in 
deed obey his woice, and do all that T ſpeak, then I will þ 
an Enemy wnto thine Enemies, and an Adver[ary to thin 
Adverſaries, for mine Angel ſhall go before thee, &c, And 
this Angel mn a more particular manner God calls hi 
Angel, becauſe his name is in him. And-he is ſaid to 
be the Angel of Ged's preſence, Ia. 63. 9. For he is 
God's repreſentative, in that hisnameis in him, whom 
Iſrael was thus to obey. Bur after {ſracl had ſinnedin 
making the Calf, God would have deſtroyed-them all, 
Exod. 32.10, 11, Bad not Moſes prevailed with God 
*atthattime. Bur for-that Sin, God refuſed to goup 
inthe midſt of them: But ſaid he wonldſend an Anel 
withthem, For thor art a ftiff- neched People ; leſt I con- 
ſame thee in the way, Exod, 33, 2,3, Ard Moſes was 
troubled becauſe he knew not the Angel whom God 
would fend with them. As in verſ.12, Moſes ſaid unto 
the Lord, ſee, thou ſay:ſi unto-me, bring up this people; 
and they haſt not l:t ms? know whom then wilt ſend with 
me, From which words it is evident that eſes did 
not think that it was thar Angel that wastogo with 
them, ſpoken of before, Exod. 23.20, 21. Becauſe it 
is ſaid, Gods name was in him, and that he would 
not -pardon their Tranfgrefſions, no more than God 
the Father would; and therefore Hoſes had no reaſon 
to think it was the forementioned Angel: The which 
cauſed ZZo{es trouble, For this Angel is the Angel 
that was ſpoken of Exad. 3.2. And the Angel of the 
Lord appeared unto Moſes in a flame of fire out of th: 
midſt of the Buſh. And wcirſ. 4. When the Lord" ſaw that 
he terned afide t9 ſ:e, God called to bim ont of the mid(f 
of the Buſ7., And wv-rj.6. Said, I amthe God of thy Fa- 
thers, the Cod of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, the God 
of Faceb* Ard Heſts hid bis Face, for he was atra'd to 
lock, upon God, Ard /4-fis defired ro know God's 
Name, veri, 14 Aud Cog /a'd to Hoſes, I amth it I am. 
nd 


The fimilitude of the Angel in the Buſh. 15 
And this Angel does clearly appear to be the ſame 
that came as Captain of the Lord's hoſt, Joſ. 5. 14, 
Who commanded 7oſhua to looſe his Shoe from off his 
Foot, for the Place where he ſtood was holy ground. 
| Now theſe are the ſame words which the Angel in 
the Buſh ſpake to Moſes, Exod. 3. 5, Now that Lord 
that could be incloſed in a Buſh when he came to 
give notice of 1ſracl's deliverance, could alfo be in- 
circled in the Womb of a Woman when he came for 
the Redemption of the World, For one was a lively 
Emblem of the other, For God by fſimilitude repre- 
ſents wne thing by another, that we might the more 
readily conceive thereof. And this Angel in the Buſh 
is he, of whom God ſaid, Zech. 13. 7. Awake O 
Sword againſt #y Shepherd, ana againſs the Man that i my 
fellow, ſaith the Lord of Hes. And this is he that 
faith, Rev. 1.19. [ am he that liveth, and was dead, 
and behold I am alwye for cuermere, Amen, and pave the 
Keys of Hell and of Death, and he alio faith, 1 am Alpha 
and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, verſ. 17, This Chriſt 
ſaith, for asI before ſhewed, Chriſt was in Ged, ril! 
he proceeded forth from God, Bur theſe words admit 
.ofa twofold Signification, For when the Son proceed- 
ed forth; from the Father, then he became the firſt born of 
every Creature, Col. 1, 15, and the beginning of the 
Creation of God, Rev.3. 14. And ſo Chriſt was the be- 
einning. Andin thac Chriſt likewiſe ſaith, He is rhe 
end, The which is, of all creazcd Powers, For 
when the Lord Chritt takes to himſelfthe viſible rulng 
Power, h=is then toreign on his Throne, Till he hath 
pat down ail Ryle, and ail Anthority and Power, T1 Gor, 
15.24 And at the beginning of this verſe it 1s like - 
wiſe term'd the end. And thus ic 1s, that Chritt is 
the beginning, and the end. For in a ftrict ſenſe, 2s 
Chriſt is of the divine Eilence of the Father; theſe 
; Words ' 
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How Chriſt is the Firſt and the Laſt, 
words have not their proper reference to. For God 
hath neither beginning nor end, 

Now whereas St. John ſpeaking of Chriſt, faith, 
Chap. 1. 1, 2. [n the beginning was the word. That Py 
Chrift was the beginning of the Creation of God, Rev, 3, 
14. The which was, . before all the heavenly hoft, 
for he was before allcreated Principalities and Power, 
in Heaven and in Earth, for he was the Firſt-born of 
every Creature, Cel. 1.15.16. And in tha. St, Foby 
ſaith, The Word was with God, was becauſe Chrit was 
in Glory with his Father, before all Worlds. For 
God by him made the Worlds, Heb, 1. 2. Unto waich 
Glory Chriſt deſired to return, when he ſaid, O Fa 
ther, glorifie thou me with thine own ſelf, with the Glory 
which 7 had with thee before the World was, John. 17.5. 
And whereas Sr. John ſaith, That the word was God; 
was becauſe Chrifi was of the divine Effence with the 
Father. For God gav: to hims the Spirit without mea- 
fare, Jonn. 3. 24. By which he was anointed with the 
ol of eladncſs above bys fellows, Pal. 45,7, As well 
Angels: as Men. Forhe being the Angel of God's pre- 
ſence, in whom God ſaid his name was in him; he 
was thereby God's Repreſentative, And fo though an 
Angel, yer he was above the Nature of Angels. 
And God calls him hes fellow, Zech. 13.7. For God 
gave to him to have Life in himſelf, John 5, 26. For as 
ee Father hath Lif: in himſclf, {o hath he given to the Son 
to have Life in himſelf. But the Giver 1s greater than 
the Receiver. And ſo Chriſt faith, John 14. 28. Ay 
Father is greater than 1. Ang St. ?ohy ſpeaking of 


_ Chrift, faith, Chap. rx. 29. read the Lamb of God. 


And verſ 34. He bare record, that this is the Son of 
Gad. | | 

Ard him whom Sr, Fohx calls the Word, St. Pal 
calls the Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. 1. By According as 


— Eiry Scdl:men doth;. For the Word, and Wiſdom, 


haye 


Chriſt both the word and Wiſdom. 7. 
ave bath a twofold Signification, Butghe Word and 
Wiſdom here ſpoken of have their reference. unto 
hrift, Prov. 8, I, 2. Doth notWiſdom cry,and underſtanding 
#t forrh her voice;ſheſtandeth in theTop of the highPlaces, 
the way,in the Place of the paths. She cryeth at the Gates, 
a the entry of the City, at the commy in at the Doors. 

nto yow, Omen, aoTcall, And inverſe 5, 6,7. ſhe 
ſath, Oye ſpmple, underſtand Wiſdom, and ye fools be of 
an underſtanding Heart. Hear, for I will ſpeak of ex= 
cellent things, andthe opening of my lips ſhall be of right 
things. For 'my month ſhall ſpeak truth, and wickedneſs 


= # an abomination to my lips. All the werds of my mouth 
ory arerighteouſneſs, there is nothing froward or perverſe in 
.c. them, They are all plaim to him that underſtandeth, and 
| FA | 111ht ro them that find Knowledge, This was a Prophe- 


| fie inrelatioti ro Qhriſt's firſt coming, at which time he 
{ did teach and inſtruct the People, in the high places 


A - | : : | | : FE: . 
, © 2ndin the way of the Paths, according as it is here 
11 [W forctold. Burt whereas Wiſdom is here termed a She : 


{ Some may ſay, this therefore cannot be ſpoken of 
Chriſt. Bur if ſo, that is through their miſtake, for a ſin- 
” gle Perſon when ſtanding alone, is as well reckoned a 
| She, as a He, in che Hebrew, As for further proof, 
it is ſaid, ſpeaking of Chriſt, Fer. 33.16. And this 
is the name whevewith ſhe ſhall be call:d the Lord onr 
Righteouſneſs, And in Chap.23.6. Itis ſaid, He ſhall 
becall:d the Lord our Righteouſneſs, Whereby we ſee, 
that Chriſt 1s ſomerirnes ſpoken of as a he, and ſome- 
times as a ſhe. For by what Solomon here faith, he 
muſt have a reference to a perton, becauſe ſhe had 
Month, and Lips, and Tongue by which ſhe ſpate. 
Eur the Spirit of God 1s no where faid to ſpeak with 
any of theſe, And fhe faith in verſe 22. 23, The 
Lord paſſeſſed me is the beginning of his way, before bis 
Workrof old, { was jet up from everlatins, from the be- . 


gen- 


13 Chriſt the beginning of the Creation of God, 


Cinning, or ever the Earth was, From which wordsit 
's plain that the Son was in Glory with his Father, 
before ever the Earth was. | And in that the Son faith 
the Lord poſſeſſed her in the beginning of his way, 
Was becauſe Chriſt ſaith, he was the beginning of the 
Creation of God, Rev. 3.14. Which was, when he 
proceeded forth from God. For he was the Firſt-born 
of every Creature, Col. 1. 15. And therefore ſaid to be 
the b-ginning of his way, the which was before the <l- 
der World of Angels. 2 Eſar. 7. 13. Who were created 
beſore this Earth was laid. For when God laid the 
Earth and faſtened'it, all the Sons of God ſhouted for 
Joy. 7ob. 38. 5, 6,7. Arid ſhe that 1s here called Wiſ- 
dom, faith, Prov. 8, 30. J was by him, as one brought 
up with him: And I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
always brfore him. Rejoicing in te habitable parts 
of the Earth, and my delights were with the Sons of 
FAen, Therefore hearken anto me, O ye children: 
For bleſſed are th:y that keep my ways, verle 31. 32. 
Now the He and- the She here ſpoken of in this Chap- 
rer, it is plain that it muſt be the Father and the Son. 
For he that was delighted, and ſhe that was the de- 
!ight, cannot be one perſon, tho'the two Perſons are 
of one mind, being united by one Spirit. And accor- 
dingly God ſpake from Heaven, ſaying, Ty © my be- 
loved fon inwhom 1 am well pleaſed. Mart. 3.17. As in 
Pro. 8, 35. Whoſo findeth me finderh Life, and ſhall ob- 
tain fawvoar of the Lord, For it is Chriit who 1s the re- 
Coaciler between God and Man, 11lim.2.5. Anadit is 
ſaid, Pro.9.1, Wiſdom hath builded her houſe, ſhe 
hath tewn ont her ſeven pillars. And this Wiſdom with 
the ſeven Fillars, 18 the Lamb wirh the Seven Horns, 
Rev 5. 6, And this Lamb with the ſeven Horns is 
faid to be the Lian of the Tribe of fad. h, ard the voor of 
Davida Rev.g.5. And this Lamb is the Meſſiah that 
#28 cut 57], but not for himſelf, Dan. 9.26. And this is 

he 
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Chriſt the beginning of the Creation of God. 19 
he by whoſe Stripes the returning Sinner will be healed, 
Ja 53 4 5-And this is he who was to come forth of Beth - 
lehem Ephratah, who u tobe ralev inTſracl: Whoſt goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlaſting. Mich, 5. 2. 


| Now everlaſting in Scripture hath a twofold Significa- 
| tion, Andhereit doth ſeem to have its reference to 
| the Son when he became the Firſt-born of every Crea- 
| ture, the beginning of the Creation of Gad ; becauſe 
| itis here ſpoken of his going forth. And this 1s he, 
{ whom we call Chriſt Jeſus. For Chriſt, chat is to ſay 
| the Anointed; and Jeſus that 1s a Saviour, Hes ſaid to 
| bethe brightng[s of his Fathers Glory, Heb. 1.3, Which 


words may be taken two ways,but here I ſhall ſpeak bur 
ofone, which is, the Glory of the Son, is like to that 
ofthe Father. And accordingly God calls him his 


| Fellow, Zech. 13.7. Andthe Apoſtle allo ſaith, that 


Chriſt is the expreſs Image of his Father's Perſon or Sub- 


* faancz, Hebr.1. 3. which is all one, For when-they 


became rwo Perſons, yer ſtill they were but one Power, 
being unired by one Spirit, as before Chriſt became 
the Firft - born of every Creature, So atterward the 
two Perſons; the Father and the Son being united by 
one Spirkr, and ſo of one will, and of ore mind. 
And the Son partaking of the Spirit, Breath, or Holy 
Ghoſt from the Father; And it being given to the Son 
without meaſure. Toh 3.34. Whereby the Holy Ghoſt 
proceeds. from the Son as well as from the Father, And 
!0 rhe Son and Holy Spirir, were both coeternalin and 
with the Father, | | 

And whereas Phil;p ſaid, Jonn 14. 8, 9, 10, IT, 
Lord, ſhew us the Father, and it (#fſiceth as. Teſw ſaith 
wnto him, have I been ſo long with zou, aud y:t haſt thou 
not kuowa me, Philip? He that hath fecn me hat i ſeen the 
Father, Beliewc if than not that { am in the Father and. 
the Fathey in me, The words that [ ſpeak unto you, [ 
lp:ak nas of wy ſeif, but the Fath:r that anclicth 8 me, 
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he doth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, 
and the Father inme, Now how 1s it that God is in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in God, but by the reciprocal 
Union of the Spirit, by which they are bur one, 
And ſo the Son in the Father, and the Father in the 
Son, For by the Father thus dwelling in Chriſt, Chriſt 
 faid it was his Father did che works. And that being 
united by one Spirit, makes them one, it is evident, 
as | have already made appear. 

And according hereuntoChriſt expreſſeth himſelf,and 
Explains his words when he prayed that prayer, in 
which he prayed not for the World, John 17. 9. But 
for his Diſciples, and thoſe that ſhould believe in hin 
through their word. John 17. 209. That they all may be 
one as thou Father art in me, and [ in thee; that they all 
may be one in us, that the World may believe that thay haſt 
ſent me, John. 17. 21. 23. Chap. 1.7, Now Chriſt 
had before told his Diſciples, that the+Spirit that dwelt 
with them, ſhould be given to be in them, Chap. 14. 17, 
And Chriſt here accordingly prayed for his Diſciples: 
and thoſe that ſhould believe in him thro” their word: 
Which was, thoſe thac firſt ruſted in Chriſt. Eph. 1, 
I2, Through the word of che Diſciples. The which 
were thoſe, that at God's firit viſiting the Gentiles, he 
did then take out from among them a people for his name. 
As 15. 14, And theſe were thoſe that believed 
through thgg word of the Diſciples, and afterward: 
theſe did receive the Holy Ghoſt for the further Con- 
firmation of the Goſpel, that thereby the World might 
believe that God had ſent Christ, and fo take hold of the 
offered Mercy * Which accordingly they did, 
Col. 1. 6. } 

| have here made fo long a Digreſſtion, becauſe [ 
was to make plain who they all were for whom Chriſt 
in this particular manner prayed for. That they all miy 
| be one as this Father art 19 mc, p41 ] in thee, that 

| | | th:y 
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they alſo may be one in w, The which was by receiving 


the holy Spiric to be in them, which before was but with 
them. And though there is many perſons here ſpoken 
of, yet by their receiving one Spirit, they may be made 
one z according to which King Solowzoyu, Prophetically 
ſpeaking in relation to Chriit, and the Church, faith, 
Cant. 6, 9. Ay dowe, my wundefiled is but one, And 
Chriſt ſaid, The Glory which thou gaveFt me, I have 
wen them, John 17. 22. And theſe were thoſe of 
whom St. Pawl faith. They were forcknown, called, juſts- 
fied, and glorified, Row,8. 29, 30, Which Glory was 


by their receiving the Holy Ghoſt co be in them. And 


St, Peter, ſpeaking of the Prophets in relation to 
theſe things which were then miniſtred unto them : with 
the Holy GhoSt ſent. down from Heaven, 1Pet.1. I2. 
Which they then did receive in them. ' By which they 
then did. Signs and Wonders, with divers Miracles, 
and gifts of the holy Ghoſt, Ard by the Holy Spirit, 
St, Peter knew that Ananias and Saphira his Wife had 
kept back part of the price. Therefore St, Peter ſaid, 
why hath Satan filled thine heart to lyto the Holy Ghost. 
Thon ha#t not lied unto Men, but unto God, ACS F.« 3, 4. 
Whereby it is ſhewed that the Holy Ghoſt is of the 
divine Eſſence ; And therefore God. And God by his 
ſpirit moved upon the Face of the Waters, Gen, 1. 2. 
Thereby ſhewing that the Holy Ghoſt was inſtrumental 


in the making of all things. God ſpeaking the word 


and it was done by his outflowing Breath of Power. 
And I need not go to prove the Holy Ghoſt ro be from all 
Eternity : In as much as it is impotlible for the living 
God to have been without Spirit and Breath, For if 
ſo, he could not then have been a living God. 


Whereas Chriſt ſaith, Matt. 12. 31,32. Ai Sin 
and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto Men : But the 
Blaſphemy againſt the'Holy Ghoit ſhall not be forniven unto 
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=_ Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, 
AMen. Ard whoſoever ſpeaketh againit the Son of Man, 
it ſhall be forgiven him; But Whojoever ſpeaketh againſt 
the Holy Ghost,it ſhall not be forgiven, neither in this world 
nor in the world to come, From theſe words we muſt 
not apprehend the Holy Ghoſt, is greater than the 
Father or the Son, but that ſume through ignorant 
Prophaneſs may blaſpheme the Father and the Son: 
But ſuch may by being brought into a right Knowledg 
of Gad and Chriſt come to Repentance, and ſo find 
Mercy. Ard the deceaſed Fews that have jgnorantly 
blaſphemed the Name of Chriſt, thall in the World to 
come find Mercy. For Chriſt prayed for thoſe Fews by 
whom he ſuffered. Say:nr, Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not woat they go, Luke 23.34. and Rom. 11, 
26, 32. But whoſoever fins againſt the evident Wit- 
neſs of the Holy Ghoft, being convinced by the Spi- 
rit of God, that Chriſt is the Son of God : And yet 
blaſphemeth the name of Chriſt, it is ſuch Sin the ſin 
azainſt rhe Holy Ghoſt. And the Lord ſpeaking to 
them that knew him, ſanh, arr. 10. 33. Whoſoever 
ſhall any me before min, him will I alſo deny before my fa- 
ther which is in heaurn. Ard Sr. Pasl faith. If any man 
lowe not the Lmd Jeſus Chrift, lot him be accurſed, 1 Cor, 
16.22. St. Paul had his reference to them that knew 
Chrift, and not to them that knew him nor. For he 
would not have Jaid a Curſe upon his ignorant Coun: 
try Men. For whom he could even have wiſht himſelf ac- 
curſed from Chriſt for thiir ſakes, Rom. 9.3. And by the 
Command of God, Nam.1y.30, 31. The ſoul that do- 
eth ong ht preſumpinon/y that ſoul ſhall be cut vff from 
among his prople. Becauſe he hath deſpiſed the word of 
the Lord, ard vath broken his comm anas ; that ſoul ſhall 
be cnt off : His iniquity ſhall be upon him. And the 
Apoſtle faith, Heb 4. 4, 5,6. For it as impoſſible 
2 thoſe that were once enlighteucd, and have 
taſted the heavenly Gifr, and were made partakere 
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of the Holy GhoFt,and have taſted the good word of God,and 


the powers of the world to come ; if they ſhall fall away, to 
renew them again unto Kepentance :' Seeing they crucifte 


. to themſelves the ſon of God afreſh, — him to an open 


ſeame, Burthe Apoſtle in the 9 verſ. ſaith, They were 
perſwaded better things of them, and things that accompa- 
ny ſalvation, For from the Hebrews was the remnanr, 
of which Chrift ſaid, They were his Fathers before, and 
given to him; unto whom he promiſed none ſhould pluck 
them out of his hand, Fohn 10. 28, 29, And there were 
alſo more of the fews called in by the preaching of the 
Goſpel of the Kingdom, Luke 16, 16, Than were 
included: in the remnant.” As alſo the people taken frons 
among the Gentiles for his name, Acts 15. 14 Who 
were allo elect, andreceived the Holy Ghoſt co be in 
them, So as thereby they might become ane. But 
theſe had not a promiſe from Chriſt, -that none ſhould 
pluck them. our of his hand. And St. Perer wrote to the 
ſcattered Fews, To make their calling and ele&ion (ure ; 


| | For if they did theſe things they ſnould never fall, 2 Per. 


I,10, Bur they that then tinned under the greater 
Lighr, fell under the greater Condemnation. 

And Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to go and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Matt, 28. 20, By 
theſe words it 15 evident thac the cleft that was choſen 


| from among the Gentiles for tife Glory of his name, 


could not be all Nations, the which they were (ent 
out to reach: and baptize, Bur as there was Eight 
Talents given to his three Servants; thereby it was to 


ſhew, the Lord carries on his work' in Man's redemo- 


tion, in a threefold way: Sothar all may find Mercy 
that improve what isgiven them. For all had give 
according to their Ability, matr, 25, 15. Now 
whereas the Diſciples were likewiſe {ent ro baptize 15 
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24 Concerning the Holy Ghoſt. 

the name of the Holy Ghoſt, it was thereby to ſhew, 
the whole Deity was concerned in Man's Salva. 
tion. | 

And whereas itis ſaid, Zech. 4 11, 12, Thar the two 
Olive Trees gaveout of them! elves the Golden Oyl in- 
ro the Candleſtick all of Gold : The which no meer 
Creature can'do. Bur the Lord Chriſt ſaich, That the 
Father hath yigcn to the Son to: have Life in himſelf, 
7ohn 5.26. Soas he cangive the g91den Oyl out of 
himſelf into the Church or Candleſtick, when all of 
Gold ; and hkewiſe the Holy Ghoft, who is the Spirit 
of Life and Power; - and the anointing Oyl ; And there- 
fore can give ont of it ſelfthe Golden Oy! into the Gol. 
den Candleſtick, And theſe two, which inthe 11 verſe 
are called Two Olive Trees, are inthe 12 wer. ſaid to be 
Two Olive Branches : Toſhew that they both proceed. 
ed forth, and came from God. ' - 

And whereas it is ſaid, The Holy Gho#t drſernded i ina 
bodily Shape like 4 Dove, Luke'z, 22.4Matt. 3,16. Mark 
1. 10. From theſe: words we-are to take-notice, 
that it is not ſaid, that -the': Holy Ghoſt deſcended. 
with a Body, or in a Body; | but in a bodily Shape 
like a Dove, And therefore: nota real Body, But 
that the Breath of God, which then immediately came 
from him, before the Voice came, did then deſcend 
1n a bodily Shape like a Dove, that it might be ſeen 
by St. Fon, who was tobear record, John 1.32, 33, 34+. 
And that the Breath of God, as it comes from him, 
3s term d the Holy Ghoſt, 1s evident from the Words 
of Chrift, when he breathed upon his Diſciples, and 
ſaid, receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, Fohn 20, 22, 

Mod God when he made Man breathed into his Noſtrils 
ihe Breath of Life, and man became aliving ſoul, Gen. 2. 

7. Joh. 27. 3\' ﬀFor dam by partaking of the Breath, 
of Gcd, which was the Spirit or Holy Ghoſt. Our 
firſt Parents was thereby made in the Likeneſs of God. 

in 


Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, ; 35 I 
in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. The which likeneſs - 
of God in our Firſt Parents was partly defaced whel 
they became diſobedient to God's heavenly Will. 


But they being thereunto beguiled through the. Ser- 


pent's Subrilty, 2 Cor. 11. 3,4. Therefore were not 
wholly corrupted, as afterwards the Sons of Men were, 
Gen.6,5, 11. Whowere deſtroyed, For wholly corrup- 
ting their Way; excepting Noah: and his Family, 
which\had not ſo done. And the Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which was given to be in the firit 
Churches, Eph. I. 12, 13, 14. Saith, that They had the 
renewings of the Holy Ghoſt, Titus 3.5. Whereby it is 
further evident, that the Breath that God did art firſt 
breath-into Man, was that which in the New Teſta- 
ment is ſometimes called the Holy Ghoſt. : 
And Chriſt in the great and laſt day of the feaſt of 
Tabernacles, Stood and cried, ſaying, if any man 
thirſt, let him come anto me and drink, He that belieweth 
one, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, out of 11s belly ſhall flow 


rivers of living Water, John 7. 1, 37, 38. and verſe 39, * |} 


Itis ſaid, This Chriſt ſpake of the Spirit, that they which 
believed on him ſhould receive : For the Holy Ghoſt was 
not yet given, becanſe that Feſus was not yet (lorified. 
And this Chriſt fpake unro them, before he breathed 
on his 'Diſcipfes, And jaid unto them receive ye the 
Holy Ghoff. John 20,22, The which was not till af- 
terhe aroſe, Burt after his aſcenſion, the Spirit was 
more wonderfully given for the Confirmation of the 
Gofpel, Heb.2. 4. And as an earneſt of their Inheritance 
in time to come, Eph. 1.11, Forin that Chriſt ſaith in 
rhe forementioned Texr, As the Scripture hath ſaid. 
He therefore had his reference to them that was to 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, to be in them for the Confire 
mation of the Goſpel, oct 2.29. 4&:2.17. And 
to /ſrael at the reſtitution of all things, tis 3. 22, Fer. 
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26 Cencerning the Holy Ghoſt. 
31. 32,274. Whetf they ſhall drink abundantly of the 
River of his Pleaſure, Pſal 36.8. | | 

- For when the Saints, and 1ſraelpartake Of thoſe ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes, whereby they are made 

artakers of the divine Natgre, 2 Pet.1,4, Then: the 
Fleſh will no: {uſt against the Spirit, nor the Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh, as now it doth, Gal. 5.17 The which will 
be when they Rec.4ve.the Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim, 

.8. And this will be when the raiſed Saints, Iſrael, 
and the true Believer is become a Crown of Glory in the 
band of the Lard and a royal Diadem in the hand of God, 
Ifa. 62. 35 Thele are the exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes the Apoſtle had his reference to. The which 
will be made good in thoſe Daies. And in that time, 
when the Lord jeall bring ajain th: captivity of Judah and 

erefal:m, Joel 3.1. For the Lord will then cleanſe 
ther Blood, verſe 21. For then they will be Plants of 
Ris htrouſneſs, lia. 60.21, When they. Drink of the. Ri- 
vr of bis Pleafare, Vial. 36.8. -And that abwndantly, 
Cant. F. 1. And then according as the Lord . faith. 
As the Seripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers 
of hiying water, john 7. 38. Which was partly made 
good to them that firſt truſted in. Chriſt, Eph. 1. 12, 13. 
For then they had any earneſh of their Inheritance, 
verſe 14; Thus we ſee the Holy Spirit is compared ta 
Waters and Rivers both in the Old and New Teſta- 
mentr. | 

And whereas Chriſt ſaith, John 16.7, If I go not 

away, the Conaforter will not come unto you ; But if [ 
depart, [ will ſend h13 unto you. Now after Chriſt 
aicended and was glorified according' to his Prayer, - 
which was. O Father oloarifie thow me with thine own 
ſelf, with the Glory witch [ had withthee before the World 
was, John 17. F- W hict; words mav be taken two 
ways, but Chrift being before all Worlds, Heb. x. 2. 


Therefore io be ſure Chris 9anig Glory with his Fa- 
ther 


Concerning the Holy Ghaſt. _ . 
ther not only before the People of this World, was but 
before the Globe of this World was made. And after 
Chriſt was again in Glory with his Father, he then 
ſent the Holy Ghoſt with greater Power and Efficacy. 
The which was not ſo given until the Lord had ſuffe- 
red, and then the Spirit was ſo given ro confirm the 
Truth, That the World might beireve. that God had {ext 
Chriſt, John 17. 21. And to bring all things to their re- 
membrance which Chrift had told them, Fobn 14. 26. 
And Chriſt further ſaith, When the Spirit of Truth 

ould come, he wouldguide them into all Truth; Foy be 
ſpall not (peak, of himſelf, but whatſoever he ſhall hear, 
that ſhall he ſpeak, and be ſhall ſhew you things to come, 
John 16. 13, 

And whereas Chriſt ſpeaking ofthe Spirit of Truth, 
often terms him he : ls becauſe che Holy Ghoſt is the 
Spirit of Life and Power. And likewiſe becaufe he 

roceederh from the Father and from the Son, who 
are both termed he. And whereas the Holy Spirit js 
ſaid to ſpeak, is becauſe God and Chriſt ſpake by bis 
Spirit in the Prophets and Apoſtles, Heb. 1.1. And the 
Spirit doth alſo hear, or elſe the Apoſtle would nor have 
ſaid unto them, - Gricve not the huly Spirit of God, 
whereby they were ſealed unto the ay of Redemption, Eph. 
4.309. Forthe Holy Ghoſt was given to be in the firſt 
Gentile Churches, as an earneſt of their Inhericance, 
if they did not by diſobedience forfeit their Inheritance ; 
For Chriſt was in them the Hope of Glory, Col. 1.27. 


The which was by their partaking ot his Spirit to be in | 


them, as did the Prophets of Old. By whom it is ſaid, 
Chyiſt by his ſpirit ſpake, 1 Per.I. 11. But alſo Chit 
is the Hope of Glory in all that love and fear him. Be- 
cauſe He is the Author of «ternal ſalvation to all them 
that obey h:m, Heb. 5.9. Thar is, #10 to have the 
Spicit or miad of Chit in them, as fo have thor 
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28 Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, 
Wills brought into Subjection unto Chriſt, Pþil.2. 4, 5, 
Without which it is ſaid, none can be his. For #ll are 
bis Servants to whom they obey, whether of ſin unto death, 
or of obedience wnto Righteouſneſs, Rom. 6, 16, There- 
fore St. Paul ſaith to them thar embraced the Faith, 
Examine your ſelves whether ye be in the Faith, prove 
your ſelves, know ye not your own ſclucs, how that 7eſus 
Chriſt is in yox except ye be yeprobates, 2 Cor, 13. 5. The 
which was, except they had relinquiſht their obe- 
dence, and ſo become Reprobates.. For he wrote to 
them that had received the Holy Ghoſt tobe in them : 
The which was them that firſt truſted in Chriſt, Eph. 1. 
I2, 13. BurChriſt by his Spirit will be with all whilſt 
they keep the way. And Chriſt muſt have the ruling 
power in the Heart of all that are his. We 
Now whereas Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, that the 
Spirit ſhould ſhew them things to come, ohn 16. 13. 
The which was the Glory of his'Kingdomin time to 
come.The which the Apoſtles in their Epiſtles do treat 
of, Atts 3.21.Epb. 2.7. fude verſe I4. 15,Rev, 22. 6,And 
the Spirit then was ſo wonderfully given to them that 
firſt truſted in Chriſt, for the Confirmation of the 
Goſpel, Heb. 2. 3.4. Of the common ſaivation, Jude 
 verſe3. Which Goſpel 1s the Goſpel of the Chriſtian 
Warfare, Eph. 6,12,13, I4. . And a preparation for 
the Goſpel of Peace, verle 15, The which ws the everla- 
ſting Goſpel, Rev. 14.6,7. The which will take place 
after the Lord's ſecond coming, and at Babylon's Fall, 
Chap. 14. 1,8. Which Goſpel will be publiſhed by 
an Angel jiying in the midſt of Heaven, verſe 6, - For 
this goſpel miniſtration is to ceaſe, when the Glory 
promiſed rakes place, by which the Saints and Jſrael 
wiil be made eternally blefied, by drinking abundantly 
of the River of his Pleaſnre, Pſa. 36.8. Which the 
Scripture decjares to be the Holy Ghoſt, 7ohn7.38, 
29. And then it is, that the promiſed New everla- 
ſting 
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ſting Covenant will be eſtabliſht,. Eze. 34: 25. Chap, 
. 36. 25, 26, 27,28. Jer. 31, 32,33, 34, 35, 36. Chap. 
32, 39, 49, 41. The which the remnant of //rael and 
the firſt Churches in this time were in a more particu- 
lar manner choſen Heirs to, anda Doorof Mercy ſer 
open to others, that by being rich in good works they 
might lay hold -of Eternal Life, 1 7:mothy 18, 19, 

I could not give a clear account of xhe Holy Ghoſt, 
without bringing in theProphers, Apoſtles, andChurches; 
in whom he was in, and with, and doth accompany. 
And therefore ſaid to be a "River, which diſperſeth it 
ſelfinto Streams, Pſal. 46, 4 And likewiſe the Holy 
Ghoſt hath been divided into many Figures at 
once, and ſo appeared in the likeneſs of many Cloven 
Tongnes, Acts 2,3. ButGod the Father 1s faid to fir 
upon a Throne, and the Lord Chriſt is ſaid to fit upon 
a Throne, bur the Holy Ghoſt is nowhere ſaid to fit 
upon a Throne, Bur only that There was a pare River 
of Water of Life, proceeding out of the Throne of God, and 
of the Lamb, Rev.22.1. Thereby to ſhew the Breath 
of God and the Lamb, did flow from the Throne like 
a River ; the which River giveth Life, and is the 
River of Life; But we are never commanded to {| 
pray tothe Holy Ghoſt, or Breath of God, neither is -} 
it exemplary throughout the Word. Bur we are to 
pray to God, that he wouid guide us by his Spirit in-. 
rothe way of all Truth. And ic ts required that we *' 
ſhould ask of God to give us his Spirit to be with us, 
Luke I1.13. Fo 


- 


R 


But both by Command and example we are to pray 
ro Chriſt. For the Lord Chrift ſaid to his Diſciples, 
John 14, 13. Whatſoever ye ſnail a:.in my name, that I 
will do, that the Fath:r may be glorified in the Son; and 
in verſe 14, If ye ſhall atk any thing in my name, 1 will 
doit, And St, Stephen when he was giving up the 


Ghoſt 


| 
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20 Proving the Holy Spirit dwells not every where. 
Ghoſt, Ats7.59. Said, Lord Jeſus riceive my ſpirit ; 
And alſo Jacob prayed the Angel that redeemed him, to 
bleſs the Lads, Gen. 48. 16. Neither would he let the 
Angel go until he had bleſt -him, Gey. 32.26. Which 
Angel was Chriſt, And the Thiefon the Croſs prayed 
che Lord Chriſt toremember him when he came into his 
Kingdom, Luke 23. 42. £2 7 {1 
The Breath or Spirit of God which is called the Holy. 
Ghoft, is divided partly in Heaven, and partly on the 
Earth at one and the ſame time- Burt” the glorious 
Perſon of God cannot be divided. For though God 
is every Where by his Power, his Wiſdom and his 
Knowledg, in Heaven, in Earth, in Hell, for God ru- 
tech over all. Bur by the indwelling of his Spirit, Re is 
not every where. But bv his Spirir he is in Hea- 
ven and in Earth at once. Yer Fis holy Spirit cannot 
enter irito an unclean thing. And in the Inner Tem- 
le where the Cloud of Glory. was, there was none 
fuffered ro enrer therein, bur the High Prieſt once a 
Year, and that nor without aconement, Offerings for 
\; Purifications, Exod. 30. 1o.Neither will the Holy Ghoft 
'| emer into an unclean thing, And therefore the 
| firſt Churches were brought home by Repenrance and - 
Shame of their former evil Practices, and fo brought 
into a ſelf Reſignation of themſelves ro Chriſt; 
and then they were baptized, For all that had lived 
' wickedly were to be thus prepared, before they conld 
receive the Holy Ghoſt to be in them. 4&s 19. 2, 3, 
;F, 6. For whoſoever retained the Spirit of the 
World, could not receive the Holy Ghoft to be in them 
Becanſe they know him net, ſchn 14. 17. And thoſe 
that received him, could not retain him, when they 
wilfully ſinned againſt him. Like B:larm, who loved 
the wages of unrightconſneſs, thoitzh a Prepher, 2 Per. 2; - 

15,20,21,22 And the Apoſtle faith, Chrift fpake by 
| his $piritin the Prophets of C19; x Per, x, 11, And when. 
; any 


Of God the Father. zl 
any by wicked ways turned from the holy Command- 
ment delivered unto them, the remnant knew they 
were not of that number of. the ſews unto whom the 
| Lord promiſed, That none ſpould pluck. them out. of bis 
hand, John 10. 28. Therefore St, fob» faith, when 
any went out from them into the 'practice of the 
Wicked : They were not of them, for if they bad been of 
them, 'they wonld ns doubt have continued: with them, 
John 2,15, 16, 17, 18,19, That 1s, they would have 
perſevered. For a Believer is no longera Believer, 
than he belieyes Salvation is to be had acccrding to 
the Word of Chriſt, 7ohn 8. 31. Chap. 14. 21, 23. 
Which is in the way of their obedience, no more than a 
Righteous Man is a Righteous Man in the Day that he 
commitreth Iniquity, Zze. 18. 24. 


what the Scripture ſaith concerning God the Father. 


Now having proved that the Holy Ghoſt cannot 
dwell every where. , lam now to prcve thar the glo- 
rious perſonal preſence of God, dwells no where bur 
in the Heaven of Heavens, thewhich has no relation to 
the beginning of the ſix days Creation. - (As I ſhall in 
this Treatiſe by Scripture clearly make appear.) Unto 
which Place we are required to make our addrefles un- 
tohim, according as the Lord Chrift raughr his Diſci- 
ples when he was upon Earth. And ſaid, IVhen ye pray, 
ſay, Oar Father which art in Heaven, &c. Now where- 
as St, Paul ſaith, ChriSt is the [11 1ge of the inviſible God, 
Col. 1.15. And again he- ſaith, 1 Tm, I. 17. The in- 
wvifible God, But he explains himſelf in Chap, 6. 16. 
In that he ſaith Ns may hath ſeen or Can{ee God, The 
which wards, God had before (aid tro Mifes, Exodus 
33.20,21,22, 23. Trow Canſt not ſee myf 52: for there 
ſvall no man ſee m? and live. God thereby ihewing that 
his glorious preſence was. ſo great, thic no mortal 
 Crea- 
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32 Of God the Father, 

Creature ſhould ſee his Face and live, And the 
Face is counted the principal part, and therefore ac- 
* cordingly St. Fohn ſaith, No man hath ſeen God at any 
zizsc, John 1.8. And alſo the Apoſtle Fobn ſaith, No 
wa: hath ſect God at any time, John 4.12. Here the 
Apoſtle did but recite what was before written. For 
they ſpake according to the Law and the Prophets, 
Iſa. 8. 20. And whoſoever ſpeaks not according to that 

word, it is becanſe there i no light in them. | 
But whereas Sr. Paxl faith, 1 Tim. 6.16. No man 
hath fcen or cat ſee God, He hath herein his reference 
to Man in this time, in his fallen Eftate. Sothar ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord, no Man ſhall ſee his 
Face and live, And that the words of the Apoſtle had 
bur herein their tendency to this time, the which is 
the time of this world, as his foregoing words make 
appear, as inverſe 14.15,16, where he ſaith to 7i- 
mothy, Keep the Commandment withont ſpot, unrebuka- 
ble, sntil the appearing of our Lord fejus Chridt, which in 
his times he ſhall ſpew who isthe bleſſed and only Potentate, 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, who only hath im- 
mortality, dwelling mm that light, which no man can ap- 
reach unto, whom no man hath ſeen; or canſee: To whons 
be hononr and power everlaſting, Amen, Now whereas 
St. Paal ſaith, the Ring of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
who only hath Immortality, herein theſe words he in- 
cludes the Son as well as the Father z he being. alſo 
King of Kings, and Lordof Lords, Rev. 19. 16. Chap. 
17. 14. And the Father and the Son being both of one 
Mind and one Will, and both being united by one Sj- 
rit whereby they are one; and now the Son as well as 
the Father 1s alike immortal, And as inthis time, 
the Father's glorious Face is inviſible ro Man, fo that 
no Man can ſee his Face and live, Sothe Son's glorious 
Face no Man hath given a clear account of in all rhe 
Viſions they have had, Pat in his times he will ſpew 
| who 


How it is that 'God is inviſible, 33 
who is the only Potentate. In which words to be ſure the 
Father is included as well as phe Son, whom the Saints. | 
in Heaven ſhall (ceface to face, when they come to know as 
they are known, 7 Cor. 13.12 : 

. And St. #axl ſpeaking of Moſes, ſaith, Heb. 11. 24, 
45, 26,27. By Faith Moſes when he came to years re- 
juſed ro be called the (on of Pharoahs daughter ; chooſing 
rather to ſuffer afflition with the p:ople of God, then to 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a,caſon; eſteeming the reproach 
for Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt : For 
he had reſpett unto therecompence of reward. By faith he 
forſook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the King : For he 
endured as ſecing him who & inviſible, Now how was It 
thar Moſes then ſaw him whois inviſible? It was by 
the Eye ef Faith, and who was ir that he ſaw by 
Faith? It was the Son as well as the Father, For it 
is ſaid, he eſteemed rhe Reproach for Chriſt greater | 
Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt. And why wasit ? 
Becauſe ir is ſaid, he had reſpect to the recompence 
of Reward, For God had all along promiſed a Reward 
to them that denied themſelves rhe evil Enjoyments 
of this World, in obedience to him. And the Sonas well 
as the Father was then both alike inviſible to him.And it 
is the Son the Lord Chriſt who is ſpecified in the Text. 
Of whom AZoſes was then the Type of; by being re- 
fuſed by Iſrael to be a ruler and a judic. Theſame did 
God ſend to be a ruler and a deliverer, AQs7. 35. Avd 
Mofes had reſpett to the recompence of Reward. For 
all that come to Ged muſt believe that he 5s, ard that he us 
a rewarder of them that diligently ſeck him. But witheut 
this faub, it is impoſſible ro plcaſe h1m, H-.11. 6, 
And this Faith carried the Wurthics of 'Ola through 


all Difficulties. And likewiſe it is ſaid of Chriſt, Heb. ,..” 


I2,2. Who for the foy that was ſet before Lim, endured 

the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and 1s ſe: down at the right 

hana of the threne of God, verſe 3, For confider 5m tt at 
| n- 
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34 Shewing how it is that God 1s inviſible, 
enduredſuch contradittion of Sinners ayain$ himſelf, lf 
ye be weary and faint in your minds, And Chriſt 3s be. 
come the author of eternal ſalvation unto all them that 
obey him, Heb.5.9. And he is not only the Author of 
| Faith and Hope, by being made a reconciler between 
God and Man, without which there had been no 
ground to hope : Bur as he thereby is become the! Ay- 
thor of eternal Salvation: So he will be the Finiſher 
of Eternal Salvation to all them that obey him, 
keeping the Commands of God, aud the Faith of 7eſw, 
Rev. 14. 12. And Chriſt 1s that it, or one Seed that 
was to bruiſe the Serpent's Head, Gen. 3. 15. And unto 
whom all the Prophets and Holy Men of Old, had an 
Eye of Faith unto. And it was he, whom Moſes by 
Faith did ſee, who with the Father was then invilt- 
ble to him. 

And for further proof that the Apoſtle had no further 
reference then tothe time of this World. He therefore 
faith, ſpeaking of the time to come, Titas 2. 13, 
Looking for the bleſſed hope, and glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chritt, This 
being according to what was declared to Daniel, 
Chap.7. 9, 13.And asin Rev.5.1,5, 6.13.Chap. 20.11, 

And whereas it is ſaid, The Lord ſpake to Moſes face 
fro face, Exod. 33.9, 11, Butthe Cloud was Berween, 
ſo as he beheld not the Glory of his Face, Now God 
hath ſeveral Glories, for the Fire and the Cloud upon 
the Mount out of which God ſpake, itis ſaid to he rhe 
Glory of the Lord, Exod. 24. 16. But that was nor that 
Glory which Moſes defired the Lord to fhew him, the 
which Glory was his Face the which God would not . 

' permit Moſes to fee, for that was hid from Van by tne 

_ Fire and the Cloud our of which God ſpake,God making 

The dark clouds bis pavillion, Pſal. 18.11. To vail his 
glory irom the People, Exod. 20, 21. And Moſes drew 

are unto the thick, darkneſs where God was, And _ 
ol 


Of God's diſcovering of himſelf to ſome, 3 5 
did then alſt make great difference 1n his diſcovery of 
himfelf to his People. For the body of [frael heard 
but the voice of Gud, with the thundrings and the 
lightnings, and the trumper ſounding long, and faw 
| butthe Fire ard Smoke of the Mountain, but Xefes, and 
Aaron, Nadab, ani: Abiha, and ſeventy of the Elders 
of Iſrael, They jaw the (od of Tjracl, aud there was under 
his feet, as 1 were a paved work of a Saphire ſtone, and as 
it were the body of H:aven inits clearneſs. They (aw God, 
and did eat and drink Exod. 24. 10, 11. By which 
words it is plain, they did diſcern a glorious Perſon, 
tho his face was vailed from them, neither did they 
clearly fee his Perſon, for afterward when 2oſes defired 
of God to ſhew him his glory, which glory was his Face. 
God faid to him, Thox canſt not ſee my Face, for there 
ſpall no man ſee me and live, Exod, 33. ver. 20, The 
which does clearly ſhew, the face of God is to be ſeen, 
tho not by us mortals that are to live in thistime, 
But God faid to Moſes, Behold there is aplace by me, and 
thou ſhalt ſlaud upon arock. And it ſhall come to paſs, 
while my Glory paſſeth by, that I will put thee in a clift 
_ of the rock, and 1 will cover thee with my hand while I 
paſs by: And I willtake away mine hand, and thou ſhais 
[cemy back parts, but my Face ſhall nst bz ſeen, Exod. 33. 
21, 22, 23, But 1ſracl whom the Lord forefaw would 
incline to [dolatry, he would not permit them #0 ſee ary 
fmilitade, Deat, 4.15. But Moſes's God covered with 
b1s hand, ſo that he could not fee his Face, but he 
ſhewed him his back parts. But St. Sroph:y when he 
was giving up the Ghoit, 4rd he being fall of the Holy 
. Ghoſt ſaw the Heavens epined, and ſaw the Glory of God, 
and Jeſus Fanding at the r1:ht hand of God, Aﬀts 7.55.56. 
The which Glory of God. Zfoſes defired to fee, vhich 
God declares to be his Face, {he which God wouid 
not permit Moſes fo ſee, ang live, Bur Chriit deciares 
That in Heaven the Angcts does aliy tr b: hold the £:ce of 
hs Father which s in Hqievco, Matt. is, 10, 
2-4 | Naw 


36 Shewing by whom Tirael recerved the Law. 


OW fome by their not rightly apprehending the 
words of St. P:#l, have thought God did not give 
the Law to Moſes on mount Sinai, Heb, 2, 2, 3. For 
if the word ſpoken by Angels was ſteadfaſt, and every 
tranſgreſſion and a:ſobedrence received a juſt recompence of 
reward. How ſpall w: eſcape if we negleft ſo great Sal- 
 #ation which ar firſt beeun to be ſpoken by the Lord, and 
was confirm d unto us br them that heard him, From 
theſe words ſome would have, that neither. the Fa- 
ther nor rhe Son did ſpeak to Iſrael from Mount Sinat : 
Burt that God did only ſveak to chem by Angels there; 
tho' there is not one word of Mount Sinas here mei;- 
rioned by the Apoſtle; bur by thoſe that rake up 
with this and other {uch like Notions, the Truth of 
the Scriptures is overt urned, and that for wanr of a 
due Confideration how far the word Angel in Scrip- 
ture exteriderh. For in the New Teſtament where 
this is ſpoken by the Apoſtle, The Lord likewiſe, 
Rev. 1. 20, Calls Men Angels; The ſeven ſtars are the 
angels of the {cyen charches, And theſe Angels of the 
Churches were Minifters whom Chrift ordered 
St. Fohn to write to, Chap. 2. 1, To incourage them 
thatdid well, and to reform them that did amils. 
And as Chriſt calls the Miniſters Angels, ſo accorcingiy 
the Apoſtle here in this place ſpeaking of Angels, mult 
have hisAlluſjon to2oſes and thePrieſts,by whom /ſre/ 
received the Law, And the Lord Chriſt termed it 
Moſesfs Law, 7ohn7. 23, ForGed ſpake no more to 
all Ifracl from Aornt Sinas than the Ten Command. 
ments, Exod. 20, I. God ſpake all theſe wards, ſaying, 
I am the Lordthy G:d, &rc. And theſe words the reo- 
ple heard God ſpeak, werfe 18. 19. And the ſame, Zofes 
rehearſerh, Dext. 5. And after hehad ended the 
Commandments, he faith, wer/e 22. Theſe words the 
Lord [pake unto ail your aſſembly in the mount out of ths 
midit of the fire, of the clend, and of the thick, darkne's, 

| with 


with a great Voice, and he added no more, and wrote them 
in two tables of ſtone, and deliyered them wito me, verl. 
23. Andit came to paſs when ye heard the voice, &c. 
Verſe 24. Andye (aid, the Lord eur God hath ſhewed ns 
bis glory -nd his greatneſs, and we have heard his voice 
out of the midſt of the fire;. we have (cen this day that 
Ged doth talk with tnan, and be liveth, ver(. 26, For 
who ss there of all fleſh that hath heard the woice of the li- 
ving G:d, (peaking out of the midſt of the fire as we have 
and lryed, verſ 27. Go thog near, and hear all that 
the Lord oyr God ſhall ſpeak unto thee, and we will hear 
it and doit, Which ſaying pleaſed the Lord, verſe 28, 
And werſ. 31, God ſaith to Mofes; But as for thee, 
ſtand thou bere by me, | and 1 will ſpeak unto thee all the 
commanaments, and the ſtatutes, and the judgments 
which then ſhall teach them, that they may do them in the 
land which 1 give them to poſſeſs it. Here we ſee thar 


Iſrael received all the Law from Moſes, and likewiſe 


the Commandments written on two Tables of Stone 
with the Finger of God; which two Tables of Stone 
God delivered to Moſes, Exod: 31.12, 18. Dent. 9, 
10. And Moſfesdeclared the Law to the People, and 
Jefr the written Law in the Hands of the Prieits, who 
were to teach it to the People. And then the Prieſts 
wereas much Angels, as the Miniiters of rhe ſeven 
Churches of Afiaafrerwards were, of whom there 
was ſorne of them received Praiſe of the Lord: Ard 
ethers of tem ſharpReproof. $0 as if they did nor 
repent and amend, God would remove them, Rev, 
Chap. 2. and 2,as God before had dene to /ſract s Prieſts 
and People. | 

Bur in that the Prieſts and Miniſters were tern'd 
Angels, and nat the People; was not_becaule they 
were always better than the People; but becauſe their 
peculiar Employment for which they were tet aparr, 
| 2 was 


ow 


Shewing by whom Tſrael received the Law, 37 
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38 Shewing by whom lirael received the Law. 
was for the Service of God, inthe Teaching: of Men : 
As the Angels, Who are ſaid to be miniſtring ſpirits, ſent 
forth to miniſter, Heb, I. 14. 
But the Angels that St. Paxl in this Chapter faith 
are Miniſtring Spirits; he therein has no: Reference 
to the Angels chat he ſpeaks of in the following Chap- 
ter; by whom he ſaith 1ſract received the Word. For 
in Scripture one Verſe often ſpeaks of one Subject, and 
the next of another Subject. Andſoitis as totheſe An- 
gels here ſpoken of, And nat that Sr. Pax/, or any of 
the Aroftles would contradict what was before writ- 
ten; for the Apoſiles cempared {piritual things with 
ſpiritual, 1 Cor, 2. 13, Thar: no Delufion might 
creepin. For it is ſaid, 1/a. 8.28. To the Law and 
#a rhe Teſtimony, if they ſpeak nat according to this word, 
it i« becauſe there is no light inthem, For they are the Scri- 


ptares of Treth,Dan, 10.21.ForGod*s Word is.Truth; and 


it is declared thatGod ſpake from monntSinai,and ſaid to all 
{ſracl,] am theLord thy God, &c, Exod. 20,And that Moſes 
received all the Law from God on Jownt Sinai, And 
this being noted in the Scriptures of Truth, every true 
Chriſtian is bound to believe it, But by the Apoſtacy 
from cheTruth,things have been turn'd upſidedown.But 
God never ſent his Son, and the Servants of his Son to 
contradict what he before had declared, For the 
ſtrength of Iſrael will not lze, 1 Sam. 15. 29, Heb. 6, 18. 
And he will not give hu Glory to another, Iſa. 48. 11, 
And where St. Paxl ſpeaks of the word ſpoken by An- 
gels, or the ordaining of the [Law by Angels. He ne- 
ver mentions one werc of Mounc Sinai. For the An- 
gels he ſpeaks of could not ſpeak from thence to the 
Feople. 

And whereas St. Paul ſpeaking of the Law faith, 
Gal, 3.19. It was ordainedby Angels. Which words can 
have no other reference, than that tke Prieſts which 


had the Law, and likewiſe then the Power in their 
hands 


Shewing by whom Itrael received the Law. 39 
| hands toordainand eſtabliſh it to be a Law to all the 
Tribes of /ſrael, For had God made an outward Law, 
and empowred no Man to ordain and eſtabliſh it as a 
Law amongſt Men: It would not then have been of 
- Force according to God's determination, Therefore 
\ when God gave the Law, he employed themro whom 
/ he gave Power to ordain it to be ſuch. For the firſt 
ruling Power among the People of /ſrael was given to 
the head of the Tribe of Levy, and Moſes and Aaron 


brance of the Law kept up. For they were God's 
Mouth to the People, and the People were to ſeek 
the Law at” their Mouth. By which they turned many 
away from iniquity, for they were the meſſengers of the 
Lord of Hoſts. But the Prieſts departed out of the way, 
and canſed many to ſtumble; The which cauſed God's 
anger againſt them. For which God made them contene 
ptible before all the people, Mal. 2. 5,6,7, 8,9. Butat 
the firſt eſtabliſhing of rhe Prieſthood, they. did offer 
the atonement Offeripgs for the People, and taught 
the People the Law; and the ruling Power was in 
their hands. And theſe muſt be the Angels that St. 
Paul in the foregoing Texts had his reference to, For: 
otherwiſe to underſtand him, it would be to the over- 
curning both of the Old and New Teſtament, And 
we muſt not fo underſtand rhe Sayings of one to con - 
tradict many, much leſs ro contradict God nimſelr. 
And St. Stephen (peaking of doſes, ſaith, Als 7.37. A 
Proptet ſhall the Lord youy God raiſe up unto you of your 
Brethren like unto me, him ſrall you hear. i nereby 
giving notice they are two diſtige Perſons, And St, 
Step-2cn further fairh of Zfoſes, veil. 38. This is be that 
was in the Charch in the Wilderneſs with the Anzel which 
1 (pake to him in Mount Sinas. And the Angel which 
Hoſes ſaw in /Aonnt Sina in the Buſh: St. Steph AC- 
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was chief, and by the Prieſthood was the remem- 
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40 Shewing by whom Iſrael received the Law. 


The which doth plainly appear to be the Son of Gods 
Becauſe he is likewife ſaid to be the Angel of God. The 
which was the Angel of whom God ſaid his name was 
in him. For he ſpake to Moſes as God. And St. Stephen 
- further ſaith of Moſes, That ve was with the Fathers, who 
r:cc:ved the livelzOracles to vive u roms St.Stephen makes 
no mention who firſt gave the Jively Oracles : For 
that was well known to all Iſrael, that it was God : 
Asitis written, Exed. 20.1,2, 3. &c. But Stephen de. 
clarcs that it was their Fathers received the lively 
Oracles to give unto them. Which Fathers, he terms 
Angels, as in the-F3 verſe. Who have received the 
taw by the diſpoſition of Angels, and have not kept it. 
And: in that he faith. By the diſpofition of Angels. 
Is becauſe Angels are God's Meſſengers, and fo were 
the Fathers the Prieſts ſaid to be, Mal. 2.4, 5,6,7,8. 
I have ſent this Commandment unto you, that my covenant 
might be with Levy, ſaithths Lord of hoſts. My covenant, 
was with him of life and peace, and T gave them to him, 
for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid 
beſore my name. The Law of Trath was in his month, and 
rniquity was not found in his lips, he walked with me in 
zace and cquity, and did turn many away from iniquity. 
For the Priet lips ſhould keep knowledre, and th:y ſhould 
ſeck the law at his mouth; For he is the meſſenger of the 
Lord of hefts, Bur afterwards they departed ont of the 
way and cauſed many to ſtumble. But at firſt the Houſe of 
Levy did cleave to the Lord, as it is written, Exod, 32. 
7,26,27,28, Now theſe Meſſengers here ſpoken of,muſt 
be the Angels which St. Pax! had his reference to: And 
not that Paul orStephen would go to contradiCt what was 
Þefore written, in denying God s giving the Law to: Mo- 
ſes in Mownt Sinai, but it has been for our want of a right 
Underſtanding of the Scriptures Method in ſpeaking, 
which has made the Bible ſeemiogly ſo full of contra- 
dictions. | 
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Shewing by whom lirael received the Law. 41 


- Now that God was on Mornt Sinai, and in the 
Cloud, it is farther evident from rhe expreſs word of 
God to Moſes, For atter [fracl had tranſgrefſed in the 
Wilderneſs, by making them a Calf, God would have 
there deftroyed them all; And have raiſcd xp of Moſes 
a great nation, Exod. 33.9,10, 11,12,13. Had nor 
Moſes there prevailed with God to ſpare them, fo as 
not to cut them off, Yer notwithitanding, for that 
Offence God refuſed ro go up in the midfſt of them :; 
And ſaid, He would ſend an Angel before them, For I 
will not go up in the midſt of thee, for thou art a ſtiff-necked 
People, leſt I conſume thee in the way, Exod. 33. 2, 3.. 
From theſe words it is plain that the Angel that God 
ſaid he would ſend with them, was another and not 
himſelf. And that God the Father was on fownt 
Sinai is further evident. Becauſe God ſpake all theſe 
words, ani ſaid. TI am the Lord thy God which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt. Thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods before me, Exod. 20. 2,3. Now had it not 
| been God the Father that gave the Law, he here 
would: have been excluded from being J1/rael's God, 
or at leaſtwiſe from being the firſt Perſon in the Deity. 
Becauſe none was to be worſhipt before him-that gave 
the Law on Moxnt Sinas. 

Now St. Stcphecn being tro anſwer before the High 
Prieſt, and the Fews. Gave a ſhort account of ſome 
few of the Heads of the hiſtorical parts of the Bible 
from Abraham ro the then time, and faith, As 7.2. 
Men and Frethren and Fathers hearken. The God of Glory 
appeared unto our father Abraham, Here Sr, Stephen 
ſaith, the God of Glory appeared to Abraham, he doth 
not ſay an Angel, bur according as God hath decla- 
red of himſelf, Gen. 17.1. [ aw the Almighty God, Sq 
St Stephen goes on relating ſeveral Paſſages till he 
comes to that juſt one, whom he ſaid, They had been the 
betrayers and murderers verie 52. And the fFews when 


they 


ed ee ME EE En, PII —_— 


42  Shewing where Gods viſible; 
they heard theſe things were cut to the. Heart, and they 
naſhed on him with their Teeth, verſes, But he being: 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, looked up ſtedfaſtly into Heaven, 
and ſaw the glory of God, and 7eſus ſtanding on the right 
hand of God, verſe F 6. And ſaid, behold, T ſee the hea*s 
ens opened, and the ſon of man ftanding onthe right hand 
of God. Now though St. Stephen's former words have 
been miſconſtrued by ſome, yet here he givesa clear 
teſtimony of the two glorious Perſons of the Father 
and the Son, when. he ſaw the Heavens opened, and 
Chrift ſtanding at the right Hand of God. For which 
ſaying, the Jews Hopped their ears, aud rat npou hin 
and ſtoned him to death, So that according to the 


Word of God, No man ſhall ſce bis face and live, 
Exod. 33.10,1IT, 20. And. St. Peter ſpeaking in relation to 
the Prophets, ſaith, 2 Per, 1.19. We have a more(wre ' 
word of Prophefie, and he terms it a more ſure Word of 
- Propheſie, for two reaſons- Firſt, becauſe the Pro- 


hefics were at large recorded in the Cld Teſtament, of 
which they gave but hinrs of things that were therein 
contained : And therefore a more ſure word of Pro- 

heſfie where it is at large ſet down. 2dly, The Law 
and the Prophets was ſecured by their being in the 
hands of the fews, whom God made a ſcattered Pes- 
ple upon the Face of the Earth, By which means the 
Old Teſtament was preſerved uncorrupted. Therefore 

whatſoever we had found in theNewTeſtament that did 
ſeem ro us to contradict the Old Teſtament, we ſhould 
rather have attributed it to Man's falſeneſs. who was 
intruſtedwith the Word,than that God ſhould ſpeak one 
thing by the Prophets, and afterward ſend his Son, and 
theServants of hisSon to contradict what he himſelf had 
fpoken and ſworn to, and declared by the Mouth of 
his Prophets, The whichas we have underfiood the 
New Teſtament ſince the Apoſtacy, The Old Teſta- 


ment has thereby been overturned. But the Lord 
| Chriſt 


 . Shewing where God is viſible. 43 
Chriſt juſtified the Writings of Moſes, Fohn 5, 45, 46. 


For Moſes was the Type of Chriſt, and Favourite of 
Heaven, unto whom God ſaid with him will I ſpeak 
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark ſpeeches 
and the fimilitude of the Lord ſhall he behold, Numb. 12. 8. 
Now thoſe that deny God to have a ſimilitude believe 
not God, for God declares this of himſelf, | 

And-St, Paxl declares Chriſt to be the expreſs Image 
of his Father's Perſon, Heb. 1.3, And here we ce 
God ſpake to 2eſes Mouth to Mouth, though the 
Cloud of Glory was between, but Ged ſhewed him his 
back part, Exod. 33. 10, I1,22,23. 

Now the Scripture fhews that God hath two Faces, 
The glorious Face of his Perſon in Heaven, ſeen by 
Angels; -and his well pleaſed Face ſeen upon Earth by 
the beſt of Mankind, Pſal. 67. 1. Which is alſo termed 
the light of his\Countenance, Pal. 4.6. Num. 6,25, 26, 
And this Face of God, God requires of us that we ſhould 
ſeek, Pſal. 27.8,9. | ; 
 Solikewiſe God hath ſeveral right Hands. As the 
right Hand of his Perſon, at which right hand of God, 
St. Stephen ſaw Chriſt at, 4457.56, according as in 
Pſal. 110.1. And from which right hand of God, the 
Lamb went and took the Book from God, Rev. F. 1.7. 
And there is alſo the right Hand of God's Righreouſ- 
. neſs, Pſal. 48. 19. According to thy name, O God ſo is 
thy praiſe unto the ends of the earth; thy right hand is 
fall. of righteouſneſs. And when Iſraelis delivered, it 
will be by che right hand ofGod'sRighteouſneſs, becauſe 
ne hath promiſed it, and therefore God ſaith to them, 
I will trengthen thee, yea 7 will kelp thee, yea Twill uphold 
thee with the right hand of my Righteomfneſs, Iſa. 41.10. 
Pſal. 19, 7, 8. There is alſo the right Hand of God's 
Power, Pſal. 44.3. For 1ſrae! got not the land in poſ- 
ſeſſion by their own ſword, niither aid their own arm [ave 

them ; 
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44 CShewing God hath ſeveral right Hands. 
them: Bnt thy vight and thine ary. And again, Plat. 
89.13. Thouhaſt amighty arm, ftrong u thy hand, and 
high i thy right hand. And by the hand of his Power 
God hath meaſured the Waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and meeted out the heavens with aſpan, and comprehended 
the duſt of the Earth in a meaſure, and weigned the 
220 4ntains in {cales, and the hills 1y a ballance, Ifa. 40, 
12. Andthis hand of God's Power in the following 
verſ; 1s declared to be the Power of his Spirit, For 
it is there ſaid, Who hath direGted the ſpirit of the Lord, 
or being bis Counſellir hath taught him? For by the out- 
flowing Breath of his Power God created all things, 
For God faid, Let there be light and thwre was light, 
and fo for all other things which he created in the fix 
days, Gen.r. Forby his hand he hath laid the foundation 
of the carth, and hu right hand hath ſpanned the Heavens, 
Iſa. 45. I3. Exod, 15.6, Plal. 118, 15, 16. There 
15 allo ſaid ro be the right hand of God's Mercy, Pſal. 
44.3. Bmt thy right hand and thine arm, and the light 
of thy countenance, becauſe thou hadſt a favour unto them, 
And-again, Plal. 60. 5. That thy beloved may be delive- 
red, (avewiuhtiy right hand and hear me, Pſal, 108, 6. 
Pſal. x38, 7. Flal, 139, 10. Ia.51.16. And there is 
alſo the right hand of God's Juſtice, Pfal. 21, 8, Thine 
hand ſtall fird :#ut all thine enemies, thy right hand ſhall 
find out thoſe that hate thee, and again, Pal. 74, 10, 17. 
Why withdraweſt thow thine hand, even thy right hand, 
and Pſal. 39. 10.Pſal. 75. 8.And by this hand otGod'sJu- 
tice he will find out the wicked wherever they be. 
Here we ſee that befides the right hand of the Per- 
ſon of God, where Chriſt is ſaid to ſtand or nt art. 
There is the right hand of his Righteouſneſs, the right . 
hand of his Power, theright hand of his Mercy, and 
the right hand of his Jnſtice. But God is no where 
faid to have more than one left hand. Bur the at- 
tributes of God, are campared. to right hands, but 
£9 
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God's right hahd and left hand, a5 
to God's Perſon there 1s but one right hand, and 
one left hand, 1 Kings 22, 19. Where the Propher ſaw 
All the hoſt of heaven ſtanding by him, on his right 
hand and on his left, at which right hand of God it is 
that Chriſt is ſaid to fit at, Eph. 1, 20. 

And 'the Lord Chriſt 1s ſaid to have ſeveral right 
hands, the right hand of his Perſon, Rev. 1, 16, 20, 
Chap. 5 7. And he hadin his right handſeven ſtars, &c. 
verſe 20. The myſtery of the ſeven ſtars which thow ſaweſt 
inmyvight hand, And alſo the right hand ofhis Power, 
Fal.g5 4. Thy right hand ſhall teach thee terrible things, 


and again, Pſal. 89,25. Twill ſet his hand alſo in the 
ſea, and his right handalſo in the rivers, There is like- 


wiſe the hand of his Mercy, /{a. 40. I 1, 


' And whereas the Prophet ſpeaking of God, faith, 
Iſa, 40, 17. All Nations before him are as nothing, 
and they are counted to him leſs than nothing and vanity. 
For vanity is reckoned with God, leſs than nothing. For 
they are as ſo many Briers and Thorns, when they co 
to contend with God, And thoſe that ſo do, he will 


burn up together, ſa. 27.4. And thoſe thar go to 
opdoſe what God hath made plain from his word, 


will be found Oppoſers of God. P'S the People when 
otherwiie conſidered, Are Mulzdes, Nations, Kin: 

dreds, and Tonaues, Dan.7 14. 
And whereas it 1s ſaid, Ia. 40:18, To whom then 
will ye liken God, or what likeneſs will ze compare to him, 
For God in Power 1s beyond ail compariſon, as the fore- 
going words declare. And whereas it is ſaid, verſe 192 
The Workman mlteth a raven ſmaje, &c. Eut that 
can neither fee, hear, ſpeak, nor walk, fl. £15, 4» 
5,6, 7. Their iaots are filver and gold the work of mins 
hands, Thciy have mouths but they ſpeak not, *eyes have 
they, but they [ez not, they hawe ears, but they har not, ujes 
hav: they but they [meil not they have rauds, by! they hands 
not, 


4.6 God not of a corporeal Subſtance. 
not, feet have they, but they walk not, All which Godis 
declared to do, Geneſis r. 

Neither can an Fmage do good, or reſiſt evil; but 
as a Poſt ſtandeth in the place where it is fixed, ſo an 
Image of itſelf cannot move, Therefore St, Pagl to 
undeceive the blind Heathen, faith, We are the off- (pring 
of God, And that they were not to think that the God- 
bead 1s like unto cold, or Silver, oraven by art or mans de- 
vice, A#5s17.29. Who cannot do ought as aforeſaid. 
Burt we having Life, Breath, and Being ; and can ſee, 
hear, talk, and walk; and know good fr6m evil. For 
which we are termed the Of-fpring of God, beingCre- 
ated in his Imare aud likeneſs, Gen, 1.26. 27. Chap. 3.8, 
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Now whereas St. Paal ſaith, Rom. x, 21. Becanſe 
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were they thankful, but became vain in their Imazinations, | 
axd their fooliſh heart was darkned. Profeſſing themſelyes 
ro be wiſe, they became foots: And they changed the glory 
of the incorruptible God, into an imane mad: like to cor- 
rupt:ble man, and to birds and four-footed Beaſts, 8c, 

But the glorious Perſon of God according as decla- 
red in his word, is incomprehenſible ro us, ſo as we 
cannot conceive thereof, nor makean Image like the 
Deſcription that is there given of God. Therefore when 
they went to change the Glory ofthe incorruptible 
Godinto the Image of a corruptible Man, and they 
making God tb be of a Ccorporeal Subſtance, hike that of 
a corporal Man, whereby they changed the Glory of 
the uncorruptibie God, when il.cy made him likefto 
a corruptible Man. And like the Paptit, becauſe God 
is ſaid to be the ancient of Daies, therefore they make 
the glorious Subſtance of the Perſnn of God as an ofd 
Man in his declining Age. When as the glorious peEr- 
fon of God 1s of a Spiritual Subſtance of a brizhe clear 
glorious Luſtre, ſuch as we cannur conceive of Pur 

| he 
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| God not of a corporeal Subſtance. 47 
he is in the Figure or Similitude as he hath declared 
himſelfto be in, though of no corporeal Subftance. 
Forhe is a Spirit, his glorious perſon being of a Spi- 
ritual Subſtance, which no Time or Age can decay or 
corrupt. But as he was from all Eternity, ſo will he be 
coall Eternity, the moſt perfect being in himſelf, 


And whereas the Apoſtle ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſaith 
that in him dwelt all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodi- 
ly, Col. 2.9. For God prepared 4 body for Chriſt, Heb, * 
10. 5,6 *o which the Deity was ; whit tothe Hu- 
manity : | Andi in which humane Nature he received the 
fulneſs of the Godhead: bodily. In that God gave to 
Him the ſpirit without meaſure, John 3.34. But God 
the Father who isa Spirit, and his Perſon of a Spiritual 
| Subſtance, therefore he is not ſaid to have a Body. 
And the Angels whoare of a Spiritual Subſtance, are 
not ſaid to have Bodies. But they are ſaid to be mi- 
niſtring Spirits, Heb.2.7.14. And they appear like 
Bodies, But a ſpiritual Subſtance,: and a bodily Sub- 
ſtance, are two diſtinCt things, 

But St. Paxl ſpeaking of theReſurredtioh ,faith, 1 Coy. 
If, 40.There are alſo celeſtial bodies,and bodies terreſtrial - 
But the glory of the celeſtial is one, and the glory of the ter- 
retrial is another.That is, at the reſurrection the dead bo- 
dies of theSaints,will ariſe,and be made celeſtial Bodies, 
For then thetr vile Bodies will be faſhioned like unto C briſt 
olorious Body, Phil. 3, 21: Ard when the Saints ariſe, 
Iſrael will then be made perfect, Hcb. 11.40. ioel 2. 
20, 21. Iſa, 60. 12, 13, 14, 15. and glorified, 1/6. 
60,12,14,I5. But the Celeſtial Bodies will be as hy 
Angels that neither Marry, nor are-riven in marriages 
Matt. 22. 30. But with the Terreſtrial Bodies there will 
then be marrying and giving in Marriage, for they 
, are to increae and multiply, Ifa. 60, 20, Ifa. 
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48 Shewing how Goa ſits upors the circle of the earth, [ 


ND whereas the Prophet ſpeaking of God, faith, 
Iſa. 45.22. It is he that fitteth upon the circle of 
the earth, and the inhabitants thereaf are as graſhoppers 
that ftretcheth out the heavens «s a curtain, and ſpreadeth 
ther out 48 atent to awell in. Now in that ir is ſaid, 
God ſitteth upon the Circle of the Earth, this may be 
underſtood two ways, firſt, by his power, Pal. 104.4, 
5. Wholaid the foundations of the earth that it ſhould not 
be removed for ever. And he hath founded it upon the 
ſeas, aud eſtabliſhed 1t upon the Flouds, Pal. 24. 2. Pal, 
90,2. Prov.3,19. Jer. FI. 15.1fa.42. 5.lia.qg.18.Jer.27. 
» Where God by his mcomprehenſible power is ſea” 
red to be beheld by his Creatures, who may there ſee 
his handy work. Now when God made theſe heavens 
which God calls the Firmamenr, with the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, which God calls the hoſt of them, Gen. 2, 
1. Within which Heavens or Firmament he hath encir- 
cled the Earth, and made Man upon it, that he might 
behold the excellency of his Creator, by the things 
that are viſible in the Creation, For God is the great 
Architect of wonder, and the curious Artiſt to be 
enquired afrer by his Creatures unto whom he 
hath given rational Souls. And therefore St, Paul 
faith, Romans 1,19, 2G. Becauſe that which may be 
known of God, is made manifeſt unto them, for he 


| hath ſhewed 1t mn'o them, For the inwiſible things of 


him from the Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being 
wnderFtocd by the things that are mad:, they ſhewing 
his eternal Power and Godhead, ſo that thi'y ave without 
excuſe, Thar 1s, thoſe that deny there is a God, For 
all whom God hath endued with reaton may ſec that 
this curious Frame cou'd not be reared by a rude 
jumbling of things together. No more than a curiovs 
Lanskip that 1s exactly well drawn, repreſenting all 


things in the Creation : Could be exactiy done by rhe 
rude 
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Shewing how God ſzts upon the tircle of the Earth, ag 
cude ſhaking of ſeveral paints together ina cloth: BuF 
all chat ſees it knows jt was ſo done by the skill of 
ſome Artift. And the more curious: the 'work is, the 
moie enquiry afrer the Workman._ . And the ſame 
Godexpedts his Creatures ſhould do after him. And 
Godin Natures hath ſerevery Wheel a going, For asan 
Artiſt that makes a curious Clock or a Watch with ſe- 
yeral motions; andone Wheel cauſes the other Wheels 
tomove : So God in nature hath placed things ſo, that 
the moving of one Wheel ſets the other Wheels on work. 
 Forthe ſun reoiceth as aftrang man to run 4 race, whoſe 
going forth is from the end of the heaven, and bis circuit 
to the ends of it, Plal. 19, 5, 6, Whereby God cauſeth 
Day and Nighe, Summer and Winter; and the Earth 
tobring forth every thing inits Seaſon. And ſo for 
all other things according as God in Nature hath pla- 
ced them, Bur the glorious Perſonof God, is no more 
inthe Earth or upon the Earth, or in the Firmament, 
than the Perſon of the Clockmaker is in the Ulock or 
Watch. Bur the Clockmakers Skill, Power, and con- 
tinued Care, is ſeen therein. So the great Creator, 
his Power is not only ſeen in the Creation, but by 
keeping all the Wheels a going therein. 

Now I come to the latter part of the 22'verſe of the 
40 of ſa. Where it is ſaid, The inhabitants of the earth 
are as graſhoppers. It was a Phraſe that was uſed by 
the Men of frac! that went toſpy out the Land. For 
when they returned they ſaid. Andthere we ſaw Giants 
the ſonsof Anak- And we were in our own foht as Gra[- 
hoppers, and ſo we were in their ſight, Num. 13.33. 
Thereby ſignifying the Diſproportion between -the one 
and the other. So God doth thereby ſhew the greas 
diſproportion between himſelf and his Creatures. But 
as the Graſhopper bears afimilitude like ir ſelf, $0 God 
bears a fſimilitude like himſelf, and the ſame Image 
that the Subſtance or Perſon of rke Father bears : The 
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zo  -— God a glorious ſpiritual Perſon. — 

ſame Image doth the Subſtance or Perſon of the. Son 
bear, For he ſaid tobe the expreſs image of his father 
Perſon or Subſtance, "Heb. I. 3. And accordingly decla- 
redin Viſion to Daniel, where ſpeaking of Gad the Fa: 
ther, He ſaith Whoſe garments where white as ſnow, aid 
the hair of his head like the pure wool, &rc. Dan. 7. 9 
And the ſame Deſcription in Viſion, is given of the Son, 
Rev. 1.13.14, 15. That he wascloathed with 4 Gar- 
rent down to the foot, his head and hu hairs where whit 
bike wooll as white as ſnow, and his eyes were as a flames 
Fire, and his feet like unto fine Braſs, as if they burned in 
4 Farnace. And when Ezekiel ſaw God in Viſion, 
itwas according to the ſimilitude which Sc. Fohn ſaw, 
Exe. 1.26,27, 28. And above the firmament that wa 
over their heads, was the likeneſs of a throne, as the ap» 
prarance of a ſapphire ſtone, and upon the likeneſs of the 
throne was the likeneſs as the appearance of a man about 
&pon it, Here weare to take notice, thar the Throne 
of Godis placed above the Firmament, Which Hea- 
vens or Firmament was that which God created in the 
ſtx days, and that was the beginning of this Creation: 
And why it is here ſaid, that above upon the Throne 
was the appearanceofa Man, Was becauſe God 134 
Spiritual Perſon, and Man isa corporal perſon bearing 
the ſimilitude of- God, as in verſe27. And 1 ſaw 4 
the colour of amber as the appearance of fire round abou 
mithin #t, from the appearance of his loyns even upwards, 
ard from the appearance of his loyns even downwards, 1 
ſaw as it were the appearance of fire and brightneſs round « 


 bogr, Whereby is ſhewed, that God in Perſon bear- 


erh the likeneſs of Man. And therefore ſaid, that 
npon the Throne there was the appearance of a Man 
upon it, But the glorious Perſon of God, as he is re- 

refented, we are not able to comprehend as to con- 
ceive of it, Nor any Man capable to make any fimi- 
litude like unce God as is here repreiented, and on 
| - tame 
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' Of the Two Perſons, the Father and the Son. 5x 

fame is ſaid of God, Chap. 8.2, 3,4. And when Da- 
vl aw in Viſion the ancient of days, he likewiſe ſaw 
the Son brought before him, unto whom he gave the 
Kingdom, Dan. 7.10. Thereby ſhewing the Father ' 
and the Son is two diſtin perſons, and theſe things. 
are woted in the ſcriptures of truth, Dar. 10.21. There- 
fore every true Chriſtian is bound to believe it. 

And whereas it is ſaid, Ia. 40, 22. God ftretcheth 
out the heavens as 4 Curtain, and F war them ont as 6 
tent ro dell in, The which words likewiſe may ad- 
mit of a twofold Signification. In that God itretche 
them out for a' Tent to dwell in for his Creatures. 
For as we ſpread forth a Tent over {ome-parr of the 
Earth, thar we may dwell thezzin: So the Lord 
ftreccht forth the Heavens, and adorned and furni- 
ſhed them with Lights for his Creatures to live and 
breathin;z as Man and Beaſts and Birds that fly inthe 
open Firmament of Heaven, Gen. 1. 20. For we areto 
take notice that God doth not fay, that he ſtrerche 
out the Heavens for himſelf to dwell in: For his Habi- 
tation is inthe Heaven of Heavens; whi-hisfar above 
the Heavens which were created inthe ſix days, the 
which was bur the beginning of. theſe H-avens, In 
Which Heavens we behold his handy work, they being 
viſible to our ſight z Bur the heights above theſe Hea- 
.vens or Firmament we cannot conceive of, for Gad 
hath given us no account of the beginning of the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, nor of making his gloriqus atrendants 
that are there. As Angels, Avekangels, Cherubims, 
and Seraphims, The which the Propher terms the els 
der World. The which he ſays, Was wide, and large, 
and browgit immortal Fruit, 2 Eſd. 7. 13. And the An- 
gels rejoiced when the Earth was aid, Job 28.7. 

And Solomon prayed, that God would hear in Heaven 
the prayer of bis ſervants, 1 Kings 8, 30, 32. And 
Whereas Solomon ſaid, I Kings 8. 27. But will God in< 
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53 ShÞÞug Bei Got Flleth Wl,” 
did divill oh tarth; brhvid the betveh and hetvin \ 
hiav:ns, catthot cortaifi rhee. Much leſs the honſe whith 
[{ Bivi built, Sdlolwnn Had here his reference: £6 thi 
PoWer, Wiſdoth, ant Kiowledge bf Got © THE Whith 
it fot only ebhtfined in the Heaven of Hedvent: tit 
God doth herein MAnifeſt Hinfelf to the Chikiren bf 
Men, and therefore Solomon's petition was; ver. 28, 
Yi bavt thou Hiſp#f t the Prayty of thy Servant, tl to 
his Jappticatimms, O Lord #y God, th donrkes #fts thy of 
and to the prayer, tbith thy ſervatit prayerh Befove vBte i 
diy, verſe 29, Thar thint ejts may be oþcn towhavil 
this houſe night aha day, even towards the plate of whith 
tho haſt ſaid, wy name ſhall be theyt, verſ. 3o. Amd 
hearkzn thow t6 the ſafplications of thy ſervant, und of thy 
people Ifratl when they ſoall pray towarils this place: 
And hav thin in heaven thy divelling plact, and when this 
hbeareſt forgive. Here-we ſee, nothing can be mort 
plain than that So/omow's meaning was as aforeſaid : 
That the Fower of God was not only contained ih the 
Heaven of Heavens: For that could not contain His 
Power, But that his hearing Ear, his all»feein Eye, 
and his Mercy is extended. to the Children of Men, | 
from Heaven his dwelling place, the Place ofthe glo- 
rious reſiderice of his Perſon. And therefore raid, 
Deuft. 26, 1.5. Look down from thy holy hxbiration, from 
heaven, and again, Ia. 63, 15, 2 Chron, 30. 27. Pſa 
33.13.14. The Lord looketh from heaven he bebildeth all 
the ſons of then, From the plate of bis habitation þe looketh 
#poin all the inhabitants of the earth. Ard accordingly 
ſal, 14. 2+. Pal. 11. 4. Pſal. 13. T9, Pfal. 102, 19, 
Pſal. 144. 5. Ge. 18, 10,21, 

And accordingly St. Paw? faith, Heb, 24. Glrif 
is not cntred wto the holy plate made with hands. which 
| arethe figures of the true, but into beaver itſelf, now to ap- 

par in the preſence of God, By theſe words of the Apo 
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Shewing how Ged:filerh off. 53 
Ale we nIfe (ee, The Father and the Son are tg gi- 
fin& perſons, eRrd that the place of the reſudepge of 
their ger@0s is-in heaven-And St: Pawl Gaith, Eph.3, 14, 
15. [gw ma knees white thefather of exer Lord s Cid. 
Of whorn the whats family in heauen and cart 15 nam 
Lhe Family in Heaxen, is Gad's Angels, 25 Seraphims 
andChewbimg,.and the Saints who are now (aid rob 
ynder.theAlcar,and God's Family upon Earth are thſ 
that are devoted to his fear. Now whereas the Lorg 
ſairh, Jer. 23.24: Can any hide himſelf ip ſeeret places 
that 1 ſball wot ſee him \ſaith the Lord, dr nas I fill beaves 
endearth ſautbahe Lord Here Gadſpeaks as to his Power 
his Knowledge and his all-feeingEye,For God ſaith, ver. 
23. am Ls: God.at band ſaith the Lord, and not a.God 
afar off ? :Cattiany hide himſelf inſegret, ec, No, none * 
can. hide theoclves- from the all ſeeing Eve of God 
for it is ſaid, The eyes of the Lordryn to, 4ud fre $hropgh, 
outithe whole. earth, 2 Chron. 16.9. And agein, Amos 
9.8. Brbold the Eyre of the Lovd God are upon the ſinful 
kivgdow. .\And alio itigsfaid of God, Jer. 32.19 Great 
Mm counſel and mighty In work, for th-ve cyer are pep yp- 
on all the ſong of mew to gue every one according 0:12. w 414, 
«1d arcarding.to the fruit of his doin;s. And it is ſaid, 
Job 34. 21. Gods eyes are upoythe ways of may, aid,ve 
ſecth all his. goinss; 1 Per, 3,12, Plal. 34, 15. And St. 
Parlſpeeking inthe ſame method concerning God, faith, 
Rum, 11.33, Orzc depth of the rich's both of the wiſacys 
and lyopledze of God, haw anſearchable are hs jud ments, 
an4 21 Ways paſt finding owt. And the Apoſtle ſpeaking 
of Chriftſaich, Eph. 1 22,23. That God gave Chriſt jo 
he h:ad over &ll things tp the Church, which 35 hu bay, 
the ſuluds of him that filleth ell im al. Now as Gud 
ſaith he fillsth Heaven and Earth, ſo Chriſt is ſaid £o 
fill all. Burwe are notco-underftand trom theſe words, 
tat it$ by their perſonal preſence ther God fillerh 
Hcavenand Earth, octhat Chriſt Elleth all, Neither 
E 3 | by 


_ as ſome will have it, that pretend that God is:in all 


| Scripture: ' For itis ſaid, 


'reb the Mount of God, T1 Kings 19. 8,9. ' And he cant 
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was. in the beginning with God, and the word wa! 
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54 Shewing how God filleth all. 
by the indwelling of his Spirit, that the Father or th 
Son fiilethali things. But by the Power of his Spirit 
he filleth all. For thereby it is that in him, of liv 
and move, and bave thu being, Ats 17. 28. And Go 
wphld-th all thinns by the word of his power, Pal. 33.6, 
lia. 42. 5. Chap. qo. 13.14. And the ers of all wait 
wpoy God, and b: giveth them their meat in due {cafm, 
and [atisfieth thc d fire of every Irving thing,” Plal. 145.15, 
16, Thus God fiileth all, bur if he rake away thei 
Breath th-y die, or withhold his fruitful Seaſons, they 
Janguiſh The graſs witheveth the - flower: fadeth' aw, 
&rc. Iſs. 40.7. Thus having ſhewed how God filleth 
all, bur notwith his divine Nature, Effence,. or Spirit, 


places alike in Subſtance every where, but 'viſibly no 
where. The which notion is wholly repugnant . to 


" When Eljah fled from 7ezebel, and'went unto Ho- 


thithey unta 4 cave, ang lodged there, and behold, thi 
word of the Lord came wnnto him; and heſaid unto hin, 
what doeſt thaw here, Elijah? Now whereas it is ſaid, 
b<hold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he 
ſaid unto him what doeſt thou here Elijah. Here we 
are to take notice, we arecalled to behold the word 
that ſpake. _ He being that word which St. John ſaid, 


God, 7041 1. t.That is,ver. 34, The Son of God, And the 
word took onr f1:ſ verl, 14, And he that comes to judge 
andreign.;s name is called the word of God, ; Rev. 19.13. 
And this word here ſpoken of being theSon ofGod,;which 
ſpake to Elyab* Therefore Elijah anſwered him as 
God, asin virſ, 10, And he ſaid 1 have been wery jealomi 
Foy the Lord G:d of Hoſts,' For the children of Iſrael hevt 
for aken thy Coutnant, &c. And he that was the word, 
verf. 11, Hcſaid, go forth, and ſtand nper _—_— hes 
et +; + =, - : | * ford 
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God 4 glorious ſpiritual Perſon. £5 
fore the Lora, and behold the Lord paſſed by, and a great 
and ffrong wind rent the' mount ains, and brake n pieces 
the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; 
And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was net 
in the earthquake : And after the earthquake afire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire, werſ: 11, 12, Here it is po- 
ſitively declared, the Lord' was in none of theſe, and 
therefore his Perſen nor every where: But after the 
fire, there was @ ſtill [mall voice, ver(. 13. And it pas ſo: 
when Elijab heard it, that he' wrapped his face in his mate 
tle, and went out and ftood'in the entrinz in" of the cave. 
' Now the Prophet wrapped his face in-his Mantle 
for theſe reaſons. For: he that is the word bad bim 
go forth, and ſtand upon the 'mount before the Lord, 
for the Lord was to paſs by. And Elyjah knew he 
was not able to look upon the Glory of the Lord : 

| Therefore he covered his Face. For Eljah followed 
the example of Moſes in that he hid his Face, being a- 
fraid to Took upon God, Exod. 3. 6. The which was 
_ the Angel of whom God: ſaid his name was (in him, 
Exod, 23.21. Andhe alſo knew by what God had de- 
. Clared by Moſes, that none ſhould-ſee the Face of God 
_ andlive, and though in-the4 ver. it is ſaid he deſired 
| todie, yer would not be taken off in a preſumpruous 
ation, So wrapping his Face in his Mantle, he wenr 
out and ſtood in the entring in of the Cave: And behold 
there came a Voice unto him, and ſaid, What doeft thew 
here Eligah, and Elijah anſwered the Lord, as before he 
had anſwered the word. And he ſaid, [ have been wery 
Jealous for the Lord God of hoſts, becauſe the chilaren of 
[fra:l have. forſaken thy covenant, &Cc, werſ. 14. Now 
tough Elrjab then ſaw not the Lord God, for rhe 
Lord was there ro paſs by in Perſon and therefore he 
hid his Face. Bnt in Viſion the Frophers did often ff e 
the Perfonof Go, as Ezckicl, Daniel, -St,7ohn, Reve: 
F. And here {ſicaiah, 1 Kings, 22:19. 2s {4: h, Ifaw 
| E 4 ths 


56 God aglorious ſpititual Perſon; \ 
be Lord fitting on'b:s Throns, and all \the hoſt of heaven 
ftanding by bins on his right hand and on his leſt. And that 
It is God the Father that Hc4iab ſaw ſiton the Throne 
1s evident, forhe ſaith;he ſaw. theLord ſitingonhisThrone, 
And the Throne of the Father is no where ſaid to be 
the. Throne of the. Son.; 'But before his Incarnation, 
and after his Afcenſion, he is ſaid to fit on his Father's 
Throne, andat his right-hand, Pal. 110:/1, H#s 7.56, 
Rev. 3.21, And here:the Prophet ſaw the glorious 
Perſon of God ſitting upon: his Throne, 'and all the 
Hoſt of Heaven attending on: him, on his right Hand, 
and on his left, Burt notwithſtanding all that has been 
faid in the Scriptures. of Truth, Daz. 10. 2x.: concern: 
ing the glorious perſon of God : Yet the ſubtil Serpent 
has ſo infinuated his falſe notions into the minds of 
multitudes of Men, that they - thiak rhere is no glo- 
rious perſon; of the Father. in Heaven : by which the 
ſubtil Adverfary of Mankind would take from us 
thegreat object of our: Love : Thereby to take off the 
Deſire. of the Creature from: thatheavenly. Habitation. 
When he which ſhould be the great Object of out Love, 
is nor in perſon there. | For. as God hath made Man- 
kind rational Creatures ; So he hath placed in them a 
Delightin a. lovely and gloriaus Objet. But by de- 
nying God the Father to be a-glorious perſon, and by 
a pretended Election, and Reprobation before all time 
without a why or a wherefore, it has even cut the 
Nerves of Chriſtian Religion : Sv as love to God, love * 
 toour fcjlow Creature, and moral Honeſty is ſcarce to 
be found.But as the foremention'd received falſe notions 
are Lies, ſo they have produced the evil effett of Lies, 
And Zophar the Naamathite ſpeaking of God faith, 
70b 11.7, 8,9,10, 11. Canfſt thow by ſearching find out. 
God? Cauſt thou find out the almighty mito perfettion? 
Tt is as high as heaven, what canſt thow do ? Deeper 
than belt what canſt thow know? The meaſure thereof us 
EEE i @. 4 tb; = Þanger 


longer than the Earth, aud broader thas the Seg, If be 
| cut off, ud ſhat wp, or gather together, then, who can 

hinder him ? For he knowetbwain men He ſeevh age 
alſo, wil .be mot conſider is, Here we ſee he only 
ſpeaks of the unſearchableneſs and unlimited Power 
of God: For his words explain themſelves. For 
ſhould he have had -any other meaning, his words 
would not have been agreeable to Scripture. And he 
was one of the Three whom God declared Had yot ſpo- 
hen the thing that was right concerning him, ag his ſervant 
Yob had done, 70b.42.7. Therefore had Zophar any 
ather meaning than what I have here ſer down, his 
word herein would. be of no value. Now it is ſaid 
Ged. anſwered Job, Chap. 38. 1. and in Chap. q2. I, 2. 
Job: anſwered the Lord and ſaid, I know that thay canſt 
do every thing; aud that no thought can be withholden from 
thee, verl. 5. [have heard of theetby the bearing of the ear, 
but now mine eye ſcerh thee. Now whereas 7ob faith. 
With his Eye he ſaw God, therefore it. muſt be likeun- 


to.that of Moſes: who talked \with God face to face, 


though the Cloud was\between, 

Now by ſimihicude the Scriptures explain them- 
ſelves. For as the Stone which: was.cut out of the Monn- 
rain without hands, 'who 3s ſaid to ſnrite the Image,and be- 
came a great mountain, and filled the whole earth, Dan. 
2.34,'25. The which Srone is Chriſt. The which 
when the Father gives the Son the Poſſeſſion of the 
Kingdom : Which now he hath bur the Promiſe. of, 
then by his viſible Power he will rule over all. And 
thus 4c 1s, that Chriſt will chea fill the Earth, and f 
It is, that God fills Heaven and Earth, for by his 
Power heruleth over all. And not that his Eſſence or 
Subſtance is every where. For the Heaven of 
Heavens is the Habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, 
Iſa. 63.15. And he is there upon the Throne of his 


Glory, and Nebachadaczzar the great Monarch of 


che 
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58 Of the Two Perſons, the Father and the $190. 
the Earth, was repreſented as a Tree, whoſe - beight 
reached anto Heaven, and the foghe thereof to the end of 
all the. Earth, Dan. 4. 11, Now Nebachadnezzar in 
Perſon was but aMan, and a little place would have 
contained his Bulk : But his power- being great; he is 
therefore faid to reach to Heaven, and the fighr of 
him to the end:of the Earth, for he had the rulingPower 
over the Nations. Thus we ſee that one Scripture 
opens another, when we compare one Scripture with 
another. By which method it is' madeplain to ordi- 
nary Capacities. | | | (550 
ND in the Propheſie of Daniel, there is two Per- 
ſons diſtinctly ſet down : Seen by Dazel in Vi. 
fion both at one and the ſame time : As the ancient of 
days, whoſe garments were white as ſuow. And the Son 
came to the axcient of days, aud he gave him dominion, 
Den. 7. 9, 13, 14. And it is the ancient of days, 
that ſat on the Throne. And in the 10 verf. That thox- 
] ſand thouſands miniſtred unto him, and that ten thauſund 
rims ten thouſand ſiood before him, The judgment was 
| ſet, | &c. So, Rev. 4. 8,y, ro, 11; All the heavenly hoſt 
give glory tothe Father that fits upon the throne, and fall 
down and worſhip him castinz down: their Crowns before 
him © Andinthe 5 Chap. the 9th. and toth. verſes, They 
ſing Songs of Praiſe unto the Lamb, Saying. For thou 
wak ſlain, and hait redeemed us ro God by thy Blnad, 
and fo forth. And in the 13 wer/.it is fd, Bleſſing, 
aud Honour, and Glory, ard Power, be wnto hi that 
friteth mpon' the throne, and unto the Lamb for evtr and 
ever. And in thebeginning of this book, and at the en4 
ofthis Baok, a Bleſſing is pronounced to rherh that read 
and hear the words of this propheſie, Rev, 1. 3. Chap. 
22.7. Andin this book' of the Revelations in ſeveral 
Places, is the two diſtinct Perſons of the Father and the 
Son ſer clown without the leaſt appearance or ſhadow - 
- of contradiction, And to God the Father that fits 
t Up» 
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God a glerious ſpiritual Perſow. 59 
upon the Throne, is the great” Adoration paid: 
And in' all theſe following Quotations, the Father 
and the Son are ſpoken of to be two diſtin Per- 
ſons, Rev. I. I,F,6, IT, 12, 13, IF, 16, Chap. 3. 12; | ; 
Chap: 4. 10, 11. Chap. 5.7, 8,9, Io, 11, 12. Chap. In, | 
15, 16, 17, Chap. 14. 7, 12, 14, 15. Chap. 19.1,2,3, |\ 
4,5, 6, 7, 11, 12,13, 14, IF, 16,21. Chap. 20.6, 12, 
Chap. 2I. Io, IT, 22. Chap. 22. I.5,7,18, And at {|| 
the end of this Book, Judgment is pronounced againſt ||| 
them that ſhall «add or diminiſh from the words of the book ; 
of this propheſie, Chap. 22. 18, 19. This Book is called |} 
the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, Chap. 1. 8. Thereby to ||| 
ſignifie there is great things revealed therein, although 'J 
ſome things in it were left ſcaled.” Bur ſince theApoſtacy 
by which the Bible has been overturned, thoſe things | 
that were revealed in this Book, thereby has become || 
ſealed, Bur God ofhis Mercy having promiſed that || 
at the time of the end Knowleage ſhould be increaſed” || 
Dav. 12, 4.9. And God by his word ſpeaks both ro || 
the natural and the adopted Seed, hath according to + 
his promiſe. brought again the true meaning of his. | 
word to light; That whoſoever will may come to a {; 
right underſtanding of the ſame. Fpr Man is left to © 
his own Free-will, whether he,will chufe or refuſe the {| 
ſame, Rev. 22,17. Pro. 1. 24,25, 26, 27, 28,29 20, | 
And them that have no love to the Truth will fall, un. } 
der the ſevere laſh, 2 Theſ.2. 12. And them that will !| 
not have God to be a glorious Perſon firting upon a | 
Throne according- as the Scripture declares: They | 
worſhip, they knaw not what: And every one thar | 
loverth as well as he tharmaketha Lie, will be excluded | 
the holy City: And be made partaker of the P agues 1: 
that are written in this Book, Rev. 22. 15. SOFT. 
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ND it 1s ſaid, Gen.2.7.God formed Man of the anſt of i 
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"A the ground,and breathed ixto him rhe breath of life, | 
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oe Goal & gloriaws ſtiritual Perſon. | 

exd map became 4 lating ſoul. Here weſte theBady of Man 
jsrermed. a Man, to as thereby:it is evident, the:Pec- 
fon of Man was made in the Image of Ged, as;well as 
the Soul. - Bur God is 2 glorious ſpiritual Perfon,. and 
only of a ſpiritual. Subſtance : Therefore that which 
we cannot comprehend, as rightly. co. canceiye of, 
| becauſe Man was: made of a corporeal Subſtance. 
And for further Evidence that God+mage Man in his 
own Image.and Likenels. God ſaid. Whoſoever ſhed- 
deth amansblood, by man (tall his blood be fred; For 
the [mage of God made he man, Gen. 9,6. 4nd this Gag 
' faid afrer Man was fallen. Now by the ſhedding of 
Mans B 'ood, the Perſon of Man is killed, not the 
{ Spirit, Andit is. the Perſon as well as:the Spirit .of 
' Man, that was made in the Image of God, And-in 
; theſame words that God expreſt himſelfin ,when he 
made Man, .which was, Lee a make an in our 1maJe 
after owr likeneſs, Gen; 1. 26, 27, The, ſame words ' 
is ſaid of Ldaw, When he begat Seth, that he begat 
a Son ts his ows likeneſs after his 1age, Gen;;5, 3+ 
Which: was, that he bare the Image and'likeneſs af 
his Farher, both.in Perſon, and ' Mind. And God 
Having left wpon- record, . that, he made Man in his 
would not have done, if he had not made Man ip 
his lmage and Likeneſs. And alſo  St.-Zermes ſairh 


| .,Manwas madeafter the {imifitude.of Gad, eres 3-9. 


And though the outward and inwardMan confiltof $pi- 
ritand Perſon, yet when the Spiritis ſeparated from 
the Body, it is not termed a Man, but the Spirit. ar 
Soul of a Man, But the Body is ſaid. co tbe Man, 
before it received 2a living Soul, Gen.-2.7. And the 
Spirit or Soul ofa Man, when ſeparated from-the Ba- 
| dy, is not termeda Man; bvt:a Spirit or Soul, For 
\\.. }tis-faid,:- rhe Breath or Snul of the Child went from 
| Him. AndiheProphet prayed to,God that the le 
j | OR SCU 


God « glorious ſpivitual Perſon. 6r 
Soul might cortfic into him again, 1 Kings 17. 17, 21. 
22. . And. likewiſe iris ſaid, The Soxts-of the Martyre 
atc thader the Altar, Rev. 6. 9. Bur-the Men that were 
martyr'd are not” ſdid: to be there. ' And St. Paals 
prayer for the Saints was, 1 Theſ. 5, 23. 1 pray God 
' power whole Spirit, Sond, anal Boay, be prefered blameleſs.Iri 
thar the Apoſtle here ſaith, the whole Spirit and Soul 
is the Soul with all irs Inclinations and Aﬀections, 
the which he prayed might be preſerved blameteſs; 
For the Soul and Spnir of a man the Signitfication is 
much one and the fame, as is made- plain from the 
foregoing . words of the Prophet. And when God 
breathed into Man the Breath of Life, he became a 
living 2oul. fo 
And though. Grd hath not a material Body, yer he 
hath a ſpiritual glorious perſonage as I have already 
| both from the Old and New Teſtament, proved and 
alio removed all ObjeCtions, LEES 
. And when God of the Duſt of the ground made 
Man m his Image, he breathed into him - the 
Breath of Life, Ges. 2. 7, But God gave not his Spirit 
but to that which did bear his Image. And when 
God had breathed Life into Man, thereby he became 
like umro God in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, until he 
had corrupted his way. But Chrift who is the An- 
gel of God's preſence and was a fpiritual glorious || 
Perſon before his Incarnation and after his Aſcenfion - |! 
his Body was made a glorious Body, and therefore 
Chriſt is faid To 6 the expreſs Image of bis father's per 
ſon, Heb. 1. 3. For Chriſt's Perſon im Glory, is alfo 
like aoto his Father, and therefore the Apoſtle faith, 
the expreſs Image of his Father's Perſon. 
 Sut the Holy Ghoſt, which is the Breath or Spi- 
ritof God, is no where ſaid to be the {mage of God, 
_ but the Seven Angels which came. our of the Tem- 
ple of God), arc reprefented to-have rhe Similitude of | 
V | the || 
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62 God 4 glorious ſpiritual Perſon. - 
the Father and the Son, Day. 7. 9. Rev. 1.13, For. 
they are ſaid to be cloathed in white, and to; have theip 
breaſt girded with golden girdles, Rev. 15.6. And theſs 
' Sxven Angels came out of the Temple of God where 
the Glory of God was, from which Glory ofthe Lord, 
the Tewp was filled with ſmoke, Rev. 15, 8. The which 
1s the Spirit or Breath ofthe Lord which flowed from 
him, and the Holy Ghoſt is ſometimes termed a 
Cloud of Glory, ſometimes a flaming Breath, ſome. - 
times the anointing Ol, ſometimes the Oyl of Gladneſs, 
ſometimes the River or Water of Life, ſometimes, to 
Streams of Water. Pfal. 45.7. Dan. 7. 10. Pſal. 18.8. 
Rev. 22. 1. John 7. 38. Fſal. 46.4. Exod. 4o. 34. 
x Kings8, 10. Iſa.6.4. And it 1s by the Breath of 
the Lord the Wicked will beflain, 1ſa.11. 4. Hoſ. 6.5, 
2 Theſ. 2. 8. Andit is by the indwelling of the Spirit 
or Breath of the Lord, that the Saints will be made 
glad, The which is the River of his Pleaſure. 

Now theſe Seven Angels coming out of the Temple 


. - where God was, from whenc? it doth appear to be 


the Seven Spirits of God, For Angels are faid to be 
Spirits, Heb.2.,13,14. And the Seven Spirits of God 
are ſaid to be the Seven eyes of the Lamb, who flood in 
'the midiÞ of the Throne, where God was, Rev, 5. 6,7. 
Which Seven Spirits -or Angels are the Eyes of the 
Lord Sent forth into all the earth, Zech. 4. 10, To ful- 
fill the will of the Lord, in inflifting Puniſhments on the 
Wicked, in adminiſtring Comfort and Conſolation to 
the Godly. Now theſe Seven muſt needs be privy to 
all what we do or fay, and therefore Sr. Paxl calls 
God and Cirift and the eleft Angels towitneſs.1 Tim.5. 21, 
He knowing that there were ſome four choſen or ele- 
Qed for the purpoſe aforeſaid,and theſeare the ſeven eyes 
thar God faid he would Lay on one Stone, Zech. 3.9. The 
which Stone is the Lamb before ſpoken of, and theſe 


Seven Spirits being the Seven Eyes of the Lord, wy 
fort 


Concerning the Holy Ghoſh, 632 | 
forth into all the Earun, therefore without doubt theſe - # 
are the Watchers of whom MNebxchadnezzar makes + 
mention of in his Viſion, Dan. 4.13. 1 ſaw 4 watcher 
and an holy one. come down from Heaven, For God 
isa great King who has his Vice-gerents under him to {| 
fulfil his will, For Heaven is a Kingdom of principali- - } 
ties and Powers, and Earth is a Kingdom of Princi=- | 
palities and Powers, and Hell is as it were now a. 
Kingdom of Principalities and Powers.. For among 
the Devils ſome bear greater Rule than other ſome, 
and now they are God's Goal- keepers- 


And that the glorious perſonal Preſence ofGod is in the | 
Heaven of Heavens. Which glorious heavenly Habita. . || 
tion had no dependance on the fix days Creation, | 
the which all that was then made, God by Moſes 
gives an account of, Gep, I. As the Firmament which 
God calls Heaven with their Hoſt, as Sun, Moon, and 
Stars,and theEarth and all things that are therein,which 
Earth before was without Form and Void, . So that. 
there was nothing living in it or upon it, and dark. 
neſs was upon the Face of the deep. So as neither 
the © glorions Majeſty of the Father, or. the Son, 
could be there, who are all Light, and in phom s 
no darkneſs at all, 17o0hnt.5., For when God makes 
the dark Clouds his Pavillion it is to vail from Van 
the Glory of his Face, Pſal. 18. 11, 12. The bright- 
neſs of whoſe glorious Preſence, abundantly exceeds 
the Sun ſhining in his Strength. And where the glo-- 
rious preſence of the Father and the Son 1s, there is 
no need of the light of the Sxn, Ia. 65. 19. And in his 
preſence 1s fulneſs of joy, at whoſe right hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore, Pſal. 16, 11. For God was and 
is eternally bleſſed in himſelf. And where God's glo= 
rious perſonal Preſence is, there 1s fulneſs of Joy, And 
where fulneſs of Joy is," there is Light, Life and 

| Pers 


64 CShewing there if ſeverat beginnings, 
Perfeftion. So as where God's glorious perſonal pro 
fence from all Erernity took up ' his reſidence, there 
| was the Heaven of Heavens: God's Face fbining 
more bright than the Son in his Rtrength; For God 
was from all Eternity blefſed in himſelf, and fo will 
he be to all Erernity, But that which hath neither 
beginning nor end, we mortals cannot well: con- 
Ccive of. 

But whereas Moſes ſaith, in the beginning God cre- 
ated the Keavens, (Which Heavens, God alfocalk 
the Firmament) and the Earth, Aoſes here calls ir 
the beginning, becauſe the Heavens or Firmament 
Here ſpoken of did then receive a beginning, becauſe 
they were then made: And by the parting ofthe Wa- 
ters God made the dry Land appear, And then was 
the beginning of this lower Creation, But Afoſes in 
theſe words could have no reference to the- beginning 
of God, who was from all Eternity,  Pſal. go. 2. Nor 
ro his Son, who was begotten before all Worlds, Col, 
I. I5. And thatthis glorious place the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, Which Chrift calls his Fathers Houſe, in' which 
he ſaith are many Manſions, John I4. 2. Was compaſt 
m before theſe Heavens and Earth were made, which 
aretous viſible, isevident, becauſe, when God made 
theſe Heavens and Earth, Darkneſs was upon the Face 
of the Deep : Which could not have been, had there 
been nodark Clouds, nor no other thing to have ob- 
ftructed rhe glorious Raies of the Father and the Son. 
from deſcending uponit, For the Heaven of Heavens 
whichChriſt calls his Father's Houſe, theScriptures gives 
no account that 1t had a beginning. 'But that there is 
Thrones, Manſions,and Principalities made therein,the 
which the Apoſtle calls the inviſible chings,Col.1.15,T6. 
They being inviſible ro-us,as the Father in this time is 
inviſible rons. And this Houſe, or Heayen here ſpo- 
ken of, hath aoreference to the Firmament or Heaven 

| | which 
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The Heaven of Heavens and. Angels, 65. 


which: God made in the fix Days, For Gad 18s not 
then ſaid to make any thing- above. the Firmament, 
only by the Firmament to divide the waters from the 
waters, Gen, 1. 6. And St Paul ſpeaks of 4 third Hea- 
ven, into which hs was caught, and Paradiſe, 2 Cor, . 
12.2, 4. And as there was a heavenly Paradiſe, ſs 
likewiſe God made an earthly Paradife, Now {ome 
by their not rightly apprehending theſe words of Moſes, 
as to the beginning here ſpoken of, have therefore 
thought, that before God made theſe Heavens and 
Earth, that are to us viſible, that God had.no glorious 
Place of Reſidence for himſelf as a Hebit ation for his ho- 
lineſs and glory, Iſa. 63. 15. Until he cteated theſe 
Heavens and Earth. And then if ſo, God muſt have 
been without Glory and Bleſſedne(s from all Eterni- 
ty until theſe were created, The which Notion makes 
God the moſt changeable being of all, in that he 
changed himſelf from no Glory ro that of infinite 
Glory, Burt'had there been a time that God had been 
without Light, Glory and Perfection, there had been 
a time when God had not been God. Bur God is an 
unchanzeable being in himſelf; and where the glo- 
rious perſonal. Preſence of God from all Eternity took 
up his reſidence, there was the Heaven of Heavens : 
For by his glorious Preſence he makes it ſuch. Now 
Chriſt faich he was the beginning of the Creation of 
God, Rev. 3. 14. Thereby ſhewing thar all the hea- 
_venly Inhabitants were created atter him, and alſo by 
him, as well as by the Father. And theſe Angels are the 
elder World that brought immortal Fruit, 2 Ed. 7.13. 
Whom God calls the Morning Scars and Sons of God, 
who ſang- together and ſhoured fr Joy, feb 38. 7. 


at Gods Laying the Foundation of the Earth, and ſtretch- 
ing out the line upon «i, ver. 6. And the Lord Chriit 
being che Firſt born. of every Creature, therefore 
God made him Lord of all. And accordingly ©6, 
| F | "mat 
| | 
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66 Proved to be before tht ſix diys Creation. 
made the Firſt-born of Man, Lord of his Brethren; 
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Gen, 4:7. _ 33. 8, | Andas there are Principalities 
Jeaven,ſoGod orderedPrincipalities and' 


andPowers in 
Powers tipon Earth.And the Tabernacle,andTerpple and 
Altar of Incenfe, which God ordered tobe upon Earth, 
the ſame is ſaid. to be in Heaven, Rev. 15. 5, Chap. 8. 
3. Forthey were the Pattern of the heavenly things, 
Hebr.' 9.24. And to the elder Brother belongs the ln- 
heritance, Lake 15. 31. And that part of the Angels 
were fallen before theſe Heavens and Earth was tnade 
or laid, is evident. Becauſe when God made 'the 
Earth he prepared a place for the Devil and his An- 
gels: But Man had not then offended, therefore 
Helis nor ſaid to be prepared for them, But after 


Man had tranſgreſſed, the Lord ſaid. Matr. 25. 41. 


Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil and 
hs Angels, Which place in the Old Teſtament is cal: 
led Tophet, Iſa. 30. 3 3. Tophet is ordained of old, yeafor 
the King it is prepared, he hath mad: it deep and large,&c. 
This King for whom it was prepared, is the Prince 
of Darkneſs; Whom the Lord Chriſt calls the Devil: 
But Man by his tranſgreffing is condemned to it. But 
the kindling'df the Fire of Hell does not appear to be 
rill after AZoſes's time; Dent. 32. 22. And the enlarge- 
menc of the Fire of Hell is foretold by 1/aiah.- For 
the multitude of the wicked that ſhall deſcend into it, Ia- 


F+ 14, IF, IG, | 
' Now whereas Chriſt ſaith, John 8. 44. The Devil 


was a Murderey and a Liar from the beginning, Theſe 


words of Chriſt had no further-reference than to the 


| beginning of his Fall : For before his Fall the Devil 


wasa glorious Angel of Light, But when he fell, he 
became aDevil,and called fo by St. Fude ver. 9. And the 
Angels that hept not their firſt eſtate, but left their own ha- 
bjtatians, verſe 6. And then they became Devils, and 


Lucifer the Prince of them: He being ſer prer.a prone 
LUC _ 


b 
| 


God created all things very good, 67 
body of Angels, whom he drew off in the Rebellion 
with him, therefore ſaid by Chriſt, the Devil and his 
Angels, Matt. 25.41. Andin that Chriſt firftterms him 
2 Murderer, and thena Liar, oh» 8. 44. Was becauſe 
by his Fall, he murdered himſelf, and the Angels that 
did adhere to him, by aneverlaſting ſeparation from 
God. Aud alſo the Devil was a Liar from the be=- * 
ginning of the World. Gen, 3. 4. 17. | 

For from the beginning of the Old World, he de- 
ceived Adam and Eve by lying, Gen. 3.5. Now ofall 
that God created in the ſix Days, it is faid, Cop Is 
31. God ſaw everything that he bad made, and behold, 
it was very good, And the evening aud the morning were 
the þxth day. Therefore the Stars when God firſt made 
them wereall very good: Therefore then they could 
have no evil influence in them, whereby to influence 
Man to Iniquity : But they were made by God, for 
Lights in the Firmament, and for fgns and for ſeaſons, and 
for days, and years, verſe 14. And to yule over the day, and 
over the night, and to divide the light from the darkneſs; and 
God ſaw that it was good, wer. 18. But as the Devil drew 
part of the Angels after him, and afterwards Man 
ſo likewiſe he hath drawn part of the Stars after him, 
whereby he doth influence Man to Iniquity, Andit 
18 The wandring Stars to whom is reſerved the blackneſs of 
darkneſs for ever, Fude ver. 13, Which Stars in St. /ade 
have a twofold Signification, But if Man is not want- 
ing to himſelf, he may goto the Lord for] his aſſiſting 
Grace; and by him he may be enabled to withſtand 
their evil influence. - 

Now in the Garden of Eden, the Tree of Life was 
the Repre{entative of Chriſt, which had Adam, and 
Eve firſt taken, and earen thereof, they might have 
lived for ever. $o ths Tree of Knowledge of good 
and evil, was the Repreſentation of the Devil. And 
they adheriog to the: Serpent, and taking thereof, the - 

| x F 2 Na- 


68 The Devil the Father of Lies, 
Nature of Man became corrupted. Bur in time to 
come. The evil root will be ſealed up, 2 Ed, 8. 53. Boxnd 
and caſt into the Pit, Rev. 20, 3. I have been more large 
in another Treatiſe concerning the Tree of Life, and 
the Tree of Knowledg of Good and Evil. And therefore 
do but touch upon it here. | 
And whereas Chriſt ſaith, John 8. 48, The Devil 
abode not in the Truth, becauſe there is no Truth in him, 
when heſpeaketh alice, he (peakeeh of his own, for he is a 
liar and the father of jt, That is, afrer he became a 
Devil, the Truth was not in him, for when he became 
a Devil, Truth could not abide in him. For the word 
Satan ſignifies a deceiver. For if at any time he ſpeaks 
the Truth, ir is not from any inward Principle of love 
to it,butin caſe of _— when upon ſome occaſion, 
he hopes to reap advantage thereby. As when he temp- 
red the Lord Chriſt, He ſaid unto him, caft thy ſelf down, 
for it is written he ſhail give his Angels charge concerning 
thee, andintheir hands they ſhall bear thee up, Matt. 4, 
6. Pſal.91. 11. Here we ſee the Devil ſpake Truth ac- 
cording to Scripture, hoping to enſnare the Lord 
thereby. So when any gives themſelves to be Wiz: 
zards or Witches, according to the time he contracts, 
he keeps his word with thetn; but not out of love to 
the Truth of his Ward, bur for fear of loſing his bar- 
gain. Therefore his abode is not in the Truth, becauſe 
for Neceflity he ſpeaks it. Bat when he ſpeaks 4 lit, 
he ſpeaketh 'of %*is oron, for he was the firſt conceiver 
thereof, or Father, For had {2d been the firſt orig|- 
nal cauſe of ihe Devii and Vans miſcarriage, as ſome 
will have it by a pretence that God made none but the 
ele capable of Salvation, and ſolefr the reſt under a 
Neceſliry of Damnation : So that neither the Devil, 
nor Man, according to this Terr, are blame worthy, 
And others thinking ic would be of dangerous Conſe- 
quence tolay the miſcarriage of the Devil and Man 
i, upon 
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The Law and the Goſpe!'wit h Glory confirmed, 69 
upon the holy God. Therefore they have thoughe 
that by a foreſight in God from all Eternity, he fore- 
faw that the Devil and moſt of Mankind would do 
wickedly ; and that ſome would live righteouſly : For 
which cauſe they fay God elected them, and reproba- 
red the other. Burt by either of theſe notions the 
Truth of the Scriptures is overturned : . For rhe Scrip- 
tures declare the ele were not forechoſen for any_ 
works of Righteouſneſs which they had done, Tit. 3. 5. 
For before the eleft Gentiles were called in,theApoſtle 
declares what ſome of them were, 1 Cor. 6. 10, 11, But 
whems he did predeſtinate, them be alſo called: And whom 
he called them he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them 
he alſo glorified, Rom. 8.30. And the jultifying of 
them was By giving remiſſion for their ſins that were paſt, 
Rom. 3.25. And their glorifying was by their. then 
[eceiving the Holy Ghoſt, to be in them: By which 
hey did ſigns and wonders to confirm the Goſpel, As 
iF. I4. For they were to be ro te praiſe of his glory, 
who firſt truſted in Chriſt, Eph. 1. 12,13, 14, That the 
world through them might believe that God had ſent Chriſt, 
John 17. 2x. And ſo take hold of the off.red Mercy. 
For as the law was eftabiiſht by the Glory, and Voice 
_ of God on Mount Sinai: So the Goſpel was. eſtabliſhc 
by God's then giving the Holy Ghoſt in that wonderful 
manner, So that on whom the Apoſtles laid their 
hands, they received the Holy Gholt, A4#s 8. 18. By 
which the World was convinced that God had ſent 
Chrift, and ſo took hold of the oftered Mercy. 

And as the true Believer by the Faith of Abravam, 
becomes the Seed of Abraham: So the Unbelicver, 
by their unbelief and diſubedience becomes the Seed 
of Eſau, For God made Eſa and Jacob the Repreſen- 
fatives of two Worlds, or two ſeveral ſorts of Peopie. 
The wicked of this World that own themſelves the 
{ſracl of God ares the Efau that he bateth ; and re 
ele, 


70 Concerning 4 foreknowledge in God. 
ele, with all that take hold of the offered Mercy, 
and live in obedience tohis word, are the Zacob thar he 
loverh. The which will be heirs of the World ro come, 
as I have fully proved in my Book of the two ſorts of 
larger Days. © 
Now Sr. James ſab, Known wnto God aye alt his work 
from the beginuiny of 'the world, Atts 15.18. Here we 
are totake notice, that the Apoſtle doth nor ſay, that 
all che Devils works, norall' Mans works were known 
unto God from tle beginning of the World : Bur that 
Gods works were then kriown to him. And here' the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks but according to what was before writ- 
ten; For God ſaid of Iſracl, Cent, $1. 21. For] know 
their Imaginations whish they go about, even now before I 
have brought them into the land, And the Twelve Tribes 
were the beginning or foundation ofthe world to come 
as I have already proved in the 4th. and 5th. Pages, 
And God proved and tryed 1ſrael in the Wilderneſs, 
"And Moſes ſaid to the People, Fear not, for God i5.come 
fo prove'you, and that his fear may be before your fact, 
that ye finnot, Exod. 20, 20, Bur for their miſcarriage 
in mitiſng: the Calf, God would have deſtroyed them 
all, and raiſed up another Generation from Moſes: 
Had not Moſer prevailed with God nor to cut them off, 
But God ſaid, Newertheleſs in the day when [-wiſit, Twill 
viſit their ſins upon them, Exed. 32. 24. And for this their 
Miſcarriage, God then determined what: afterward 
hapned, as to this their long exile: And that the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be takenin, and become the Vine. By whom 
zhey ſpould be moved to jealoyſie, and provoked to anger 
by a fooliſh nation, © Fooliſh, becauſe they let go the 
Knowledge of the Truth, for the enjoyment 'of this 
preſent evilworld. And God foreſecing that their grapes 
would be gall and their cluſters bitter; for which their 
Grar ſhould flide in due time from the Greatneſs and 
randeur they are tn, and when this fooliſh Na- 
TC: £10nS 
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. Concerning 4 fortknawleage 18. God, TH 

tions Calamity comes, 1ſrae!'s Deliverance. will be, 

And then will the. nations,rejaice with his People, Dewt. 

22,21, 32, 33: 34,35, 36, 423 43- And asfarSin God 

ſeft /ſracl to blindneſs of mind : So the' Nations. when 

they came to, have no love to the: Truth, God ggve 

them up. to. deluſion,. 2 Theſe, 2- 10, 1.1,:12.: For this 

time is the trying time, and blefſed are they that ſtand 

inthe day of Tryal. And if :any man dove the world the - 

love of the Father is not in bim; x John 2.15. Mate: 6. 

24. And it. is the love of this preſent Evil World that 

proves the .Deſtruction. of ſo many. For:Gad in this 

World, -ſets-Life and Death before:us,: and-if :we:. will 

take to the way, . he hath. promiſed. his aſſiſtance. For 

to all that order their converſation aright, God will ſhew 
his ſalvation, Plal. 50:23, For in every nation he thet 
feareth God ' and worketh righteouſneſs, 35: accepted with 
him, Atts 10. 35. And if we refft the Devil he will flee 
from us. And. if we draw nigh to God he will draw nigh 
to us, Fames 4.7, 8. And by the fall of; Adam the 
way of Man was not wholly. cocrupted, as by-ſorme has 
been affirmed =: For afterward God faid,, they had 
wholly corrupted their way, Gen. .6.5, 12. For-which 
God cut them all: off by the Flood, thar had fo done. 
And it. is, declared that the entrances: info Life. were 
made narrow aftcr the Fallof Adam,2 Eſd. 7:11. 12.90 
that if they that live labour.not to enter, they cannot 
receivethole things that are laid up for them, wer. 14. 
And in this time we are to follow 'the Example-of our 
Lord and-Maſter in a ſelf-denying: way z iwho came 
not only to lay down his Life for-the World, bur to: be 
a perfect patternto the World inall holy Converfacion, 
I Cor. T.xit. And we ſhould ask the afhftance of his 
Holy Spirit to enahle us to. do thoſe things which che 
requires of us, Luke 11. 13. Far a Believer is no lon- 
ger aBclicver, than he believes Eternal Salvation is co 
be had according to the words - of Chriſt z no. more 
F 4 Wn than 
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thana Righteous man, is 4 righteous man, in the day that 
he commits iniquity, Exe. 18, 26 ,27,28,29. And it is 
not all ſorts of Believers that will be ſaved, bur ſuch 
as þ:lieve. aright, 

And the Son of God knew he could not want a Son 
of Perdition to betray him, ifhe gave the Bag to one 
who the Gn1 of this World had blinded- the mind ; 
nor: the: Devil a Man, "to fet up as. Vicar of Chriſt, 
when he t>ys' his Bait before a proud, -covetous, and 
voluptuous Perſon. Andtthe Devil has fuitable Baits 
ro every ones Inclinations, Therefore we are com- 
manded 'to watch': For the Devil goes about as a roar- 
ing Lion ſecking whom he may dcwour, 1 Pet. 1.8, By 
drawing them into Evil, both as to Faith and Practice, 
So as ſome have declared ſuch a foreſightin God, as to 
know all the wickedneſs that the Deviland Man would 
at, before ever the Devil or Man had a being; by 
which Tenets were they true, God muſt of neceſſity be 
the firſt. conceiver of all the Wickednefs that ever 
has been commirted ; and whoſoever is the firſt con-. 
*ceiver :is the Parent thereof; and' if: ſo, they make 
:God rhe ' original cauſe of all the Miſcarriage of the 
Devil and: Man, in that he made none but the elect ca- 
pable of Salvarion, and left the reſt under a@ neceſſity 
of Damnation; Fhe which notions are blaſphemous, 
.and contrary to Scripture, For though the Scriptures 


declarea foreknowledgein God, yet the whole Scope 
-of the Scripcure denies ſuch a foreknowledge in1 God, 
-as they prerend' too, © But by the Apoſtacy, by which 


the right Sentiments of the word have been loſt, we have 
taken the Foundation of the World'itocome, for the 
Creatinnof rhe World. | But in Scripture there are ſec- 
veral Worlds, H-b,1.2. And ſo ſeveral Foundations, 
as the E'der Worldof Angels, Fob 38.5, 6,7. 2 Eſd.7. 
13, Andthe. Old Worlſa, che Foundation of which, 
Was Agar and hisSons,and this WorldtheFoundation.of 


which 


Concerning 4 foreknowleadge in God. 3 


which was the Three Sons of Noah; and the Foundation 
of the World to come, were the Twelve Tribes of Iſ- 
rac, when they were brought our of theLand ofe-£yypr 
to be placed in \he Land of Canaan, for the Foundation 
of the World to come: From which Foundation God 
ſecured a Remnant according to the Election of Grace, 
and the ref} were in a Capacity ,of Obedience, But 
they went backward, and became filthy. Plal. 53.3. And 
God then ſaid, they did cat up his people as they cat breed 
and did not call upon him, ver(. 4. And they like the 
Old World corrupted their way, And'then they were as 
an unclean thins, and all their righteomſneſſes were as 
filthy rags, and thew Iniquities like the wind, carried 
them all away, Iſa 64.6. This being a Propheſi e of 
this their Exile. And becaufe of /ſrael's Rebellion God 
rather choſe at che firſt viſiting of theGentiles,to take out of 
them —_—_ for his name, Atlts 15. 14. Who had j 2 - 
noran X offended; then them of ſracl, who had wile 
fully offended. And therefore ſaid to be choſen before 
the Foundation, which Foundation is Iſrael. But who. 
ſorver among them feared God, to them was the ward o 
this Salvation ſent, 4s 13:26. And as Chriſt in time 


became the Author" of Eternal Salvation; fo God in . 


time had a purpoſe co ſecure ſome to eternal Life, as I 
have fully proved in my Book called Truth vindicated, 
and therefore do but touch upon ir here. Yet ſome 
notwithſtanding the miſtakes are removed, ſtill they 
go'on, though they talk without Book, For they ſay, 
God cannot be God except he foreknew all the Wicked. 
neſs of the Devil and Man from all Ecernity. Though 
by ſuch a foreknowledge if rightly conſidered they re- 
preſent the God of Truth, more black than the Prince 
of Darkneſs. 


Bur ſome wifl-fay if you deny ſuch a foreknowledge 


| InGod, you take from God 'one of his attributes. Bur 


they not conſidering that whilſt | they maincain ſuch a 
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74 Concerning 4 foreknowledge 5 God, 


ſcriptureleſs Attribute in God, they take away moſt of 
"the Attributes which the Scripture declares belong ta 
God, For if this Attribute be maintained, God aan- 
not be the God of Truth, nor the God of Juſtice, nor the 
God of. Mercy, ner the Holy God. For God by his 
word denies ſucha foreknowledge as this Attribute puts 
ppon him... For the Scriptures declare that after May 
had ous corrupted hisway, it-repented the Lord that he 
had made 'man, and jt grieved him, Gen, 6.6, 11, 12, 
And if the Spirit of God.cap be grieved, as in Epb.4. 
30, God can be grieved. Now had God from all 
Eternity foreknown and determined the Deſtruction of 
the Old.Warld, he would not then have repented at 
what. he had before determined, - And Gad upon ſeve- 
ralaccaſions has oftenrepented of a threatned Puniſh- 
ment which he has pranounced,, when Man turns from 
thoſe Evils.for which the Judgmeat js threatned 7er.18. 
7, 8,9, 10. j&r.15-6,7. fon. 3.10. fer. 26.3,19, Ho, 
11.8, I Kings 20.29, PR TO Wo 
And when God abſolutely promiſeth a Bleffing, he 
will perform_it ; and that for his. Promiſe ſake. For 
God. nat a man that he ſhould lye, neither the ſon of man 
. that be ſhowld repent, Nam. 23.19, 20, For Man when he 
promiſetha Benefit to another; often.repents of ir, bur 
it is not.ſo with God. For God having promiſed to 
give theLand of Canaas to Abraham and his Seed: 
God according to the appointed time, fulfilled his Pro- 
miſe. Soin time to comeaccording, to.Promiſe, they 
will be bleſſed. And therefore God ſaith, [ ams the Lord 
| change not, therefore the ſons of Faceb. are nt conſumed, 
Mal: 3.6.God is an unchangable being in. himſelf, and 
the Fountain of all Love. Bur when God's Wrath and 
Anger isatany time kindled againſt Man: It is becauſe 
Man provokes Godby his Diſobedience ; For. other- 
wiſe God changeth not. But with ri? merciful, God 
wall ſkew himſelf merciful, and with the upright man, nf 
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Concerning 4 foreknowledge in God, ys 
will ſhew himſelf apright, and with the pure he will ſhew 
_— hi propor the froward i; wit ſhew rl ar 
roward, Pſal. 18. 25, 26. | 
And God ſo loved the World that be gaue his only begos- 
tenſon, Fohn 3.16, And in that God firft loved us, it 
was, that it might beger in us Loveto:Goad, And :the 
Lord tryeth the righteous, but the wicked, and him that 
loveth violence, bu ſoul bateth, Pſal. 13.5. And -when 
Iſrael did-wickedly. God faid, Shall 7 not wiftt for theſe 
things ſaith the Lord, ſhall not my ſoul be avenged onſuch-a 
nation as this,fer.5.29.And the Deſtruction of theTemple 
andCity by the Babilontans,was over and above what was 
propheſied of by Moſes. And:the-Lord ſent Feremiab toZe. 
dektah. Thus ſaith the Lord God gif thou'wilt afſuredly go forth 
unto the King of Babilons Princes, then thy foul ſhall live, 
and this city ſhail not be barnt, 7er.38.:17. Butwhen 
that came upon them which God had determined for 
their Tranſgrefſion in the Wilderneſs : Whichiwas their 
Deſtruction by the Roman Monarchy, - 'God then ſent 
no ſuch Meſſage to 'them, and when Man often' re- 
fiſterh the good Motions ef the Spirit of God; it cauſes 
God towithdraw. And when the OldWorld had wholly 
corrupted their way: Godſaid, his ſpirit ſhall nat always 
frrive with man,Gen. 6. 3. And thenGod determined their 
Deſtruftion,which was a Hundred Years before it came. 
And when Iſrael had ſo ſorely provoked God in their 
offering of theirChildren toMolech, Jer. 32:35.Cap. 19.5. 
God ſaid, I commanatd them not, neithcy came it into my 
mind, that they ſhould do this abomination, to cauſe Iſrael 
to fin, Here God declareth that it never-came into his | 
Mind, ' this their Wickedneſs. Foras the Lord of Life 
could nor be touched with the feeling of ourInfirmities 
rill he reok our Nature, Heb, 2.16, 17,18, (For he ' 
could not know what hunger, and thirſt, and cempra- 
tion was till then) Much leſs could the Holy God, 
6 rg racers  ' ac 
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76 Concerning 4 foreknowledge in God, | 
be the firſt Conceiver of all the Wickedueſs of the Dee 
viland Man. Therefore God is ſaid to try and prove 
Man, thereby to know what is in Man, And when 
the Spirit of God ſtrives with Man, heis able to reſiſt 
or yield obedience thereunto; For Man is left to a free 
:Choice ; cither to obey or not to obey. 


- And Godhath ſer ſome in one Station,and ſame in ano- 


.ther,; the Poorto beſerviceable to the Rich, and the 


Rich tebe helpful and affiſting ro the Poor : For all 


will be rewarded according to Knowledge, and accor- 
diug to the deeds done in the Body, whether they 'be 
good or evil : and God hath ſworn, That he delights not 
#n the death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould retarn 
and live, Eze. 33.11. Chap. 18, 27, 28,29, 32. And 
God having ſworn it every true Chriſtian /is bound to 
believe it, in as much as it is impoſſible for God to lye, 
much leſs to be forſworn, Heb. 6.17.18. Rom. 2, 6. Matt, 
16.27. Rev. 22.12. Col. 3.25. 1 Pet. 1,17. P[al. 62, 
12. Prov. 24. 12. fer. 32.19. Eze.7. 27, 

. Now ſome ofthe Chriſtians, ſince the Apoſtacy from 
the Truth, have declared God to be without 
Parts. And that his perſonal Subſtance is as much in 


Hell, in Earth, and upon the Earth, as it is in Heaven: 


And ifſo, no wonder People take ſo little care whe- 


. ther they go. And ſome alſo have declared him ro be 
without Pafſſhons. The which nothing can be more re- 


pugnant to the Scriptures. Bur | have not time here 
to put down what is ſaid in Scripture concerning the 
wonderful Love of God to them that love him ; nor 
the Wrath, Anger, Jealouſjice and hot Diſpleaſure tothe 
Wicked that depart from his waies.Bur the forementio- 
ned miſtaken notions have rendered God undeſirable ro 
his Creatures,and muſt of neceſſity turn. many rational 
men Atheiſts and more Hypocrites, for if there is no re- 
ward for good Works, we may expect few will do any, 

Whereas Godſaith, I firm light and create darkneſs. That 

| is 


Concerning 4 foreknowledge in God. 77 
is, God made Heaven and Hell, and Day and Night. 
And he alſo faith, / make peace and create evil, Iſa-45.7 
For when Iſrael's waies pleaſed the Lord, hemade their 
Enemies to be at peace with them. And when their 
ways did not pleaſe the Lord he ſtirred up their -Ene- 
mies againſt them. And ſometimes God doth create 
or permit Evil to try and prove his People, as he did Fob. 
And he alſo made Hell for the Devil and his Angels, and 
the. willtully wicked are turned 1a thither, Aſatt, 25. 
41, Pſal.9.17. | 
Now the Devi! clears God of the falſe Accuſation 
thar ſome Men through their Miſtakes have caſt up- 
on God : For when the Devil according to contract, 
leſt otherwiſe he ſhould have loſt Fau#axs his Servant, 
therefore he was forc'd by him to ſpeak the Truth in 
this matter. For his agreement was, that he ſhould 
give him Knowledge, and tell him Truth in all things 


that he ſhould ask him. Bur the Devil was much © 


concerned when Faxſtus deſired to know the occaſion 
of his Fall, but upon the account of his Bargain, Lu- 
Cifer ſuffered the evil Angel that attended Fax#rxs to 
declare it, Who ſaid to Farſtus, that his Lord Lucj- 
fer was a fair Angel, created of God as immortal, 
and being placed inthe Seraphims, which is far above 
the Cherubims, he would have preſumed upon the 
Throne of God, with an intent ro thruſt God out of 
his Sear (but moſt probably it was the Son of God) 
Upon this preſumption the Lord caſt him down heag- 
long; Chap. 10, And he further ſaith, that before 
the Fall of Lucifer there was no Hell: ordained, but 
even then was Hell ordained, Chap. 11. This be. 
ing according to what is declared in the Holy Scrij. 
ptures of the Old and New Teſtament, That Hell 
was prepared for the Devil, ſa. 30.33. Matr.25 4T. 
Therefore we are to believe ir, And the evil Angel 
allo told Fazſtr, that Lucifer was bound in Chains of 


Dark . 


78 Concerning a foreknowledge in God. 
Darkneſs until the day ofJudgment. The which is accor- 
dingly declared by St, Jude verſ. 6. And the Angels whioh 
hept not their firſt eſtate, but left their own habitation, Grd 
hath reſerved in. everlaſting Chains nuder Darkneſs, anto 
the)ndgment of the great day.But tho' theDevil is nowſaid 
to be held in Chains, yer he isnot to be bound up until 
the great day, Rev. 20. 2: 2 Eſd. 8.53. And the evil 
Spirit told Fax that Hell was under the Earth; 
And that in Heltf there is nought but Sulphurous 
Fire, and ſtinking Miſt and Fog. And that it is with- 
our” bottom, within the circumference of the Globe. 
And therefore compaſt in between the Earth and the 

' Seas, Here likewiſe he has declared according to: 
Scripture, that Hell is nnder the Earth. - Far God faith, 
A fire ts kindled in mine anger, and ſhall barn to the 
loweſt Hell, and ſhall conſume the earth with her increaſe, 
and ſet on fire the foundations of the Mountains, Dent. 
32. 22, Andalſo the Scriptures declare that Hell « 4 
bottomleſs Pit, Rev. 20.3. And that it ts deep and large, 
iſa. 30.33. And as faras the Devil or Pope ſpeaks 
according to Scripture, we ought to believe them. 
And not to deny the Truth, becauſe the Devil or Pope 
owns it : But if Angels or Men ſpeaks contrary to the 
Scriptures, we muſt not believe them, 

Now whereas the Romiſh Church ſaith, that God 
the Farker 184 glorious Perſon in Heaven. fitting up- 
on a Throne. The which we are bound to believe, 
becauſe the Old and New Teſtament declares it. But 
whereas they repreſent him as an Cld Man in his de- 
ciining age,and ofa corporeal Subſtance,we are bound 
byGod's word not to believe it, becauſe the Seriptures 
wholly denies it. And whereas they ſay the H. Ghoſt is a 
Perſon thar came upon the Virgin Afary to cauſe her to 
conceive with Child : That we are not to believe, be- 
cauſe the Scripture ſaith to the contrary, as 1 have 
already proved ; for therein is declared that the Ho- 
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God by his Spirit prepared a body for Chriſt. 79 
ly Ghoſt is the Breath and Spirit of God, -which is | 
the Power of the higheſt. The which did overſhadow 
theVirgin Mary,and caufe her to conceive. For by the 
Spirit of God, God did prepare a body as it is written, 
Heb, 10:5. Whichat the time of Life, the Son of God 
did therein take our Nature in that Body, which was 
by the Spirit of God prepared in the Womb of the 
Virgin Mary, Lake 1. 35. For which Chriſt is ſaid to 
be the only begotten Son of God, ' | 

Now this Sonof God being the Angel of whom God 
ſaid, his name was inhim, #xod. 23:21, 22. Whocame 
4: Captain ofthe Lord's Hoſt, Joſh. 5, 14. And when the 
Children of 1frael are again delivered, then the Angel 
who iscalled, Michael is the great Prince that ſtandeth up 
for them, Das. 12.1. And therefqre muſt be the fore- 
mentioned Angel ſpoken of. And for further evidence 
it is ſaid, Rev. 12. 7, 8. Aichacl and his Angels fon ht 
againſt the Dragon, and the Dragon fought and his Angels 
and prevailed nat, neither was their place found any moye 
i; Heaven, This was after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, that Sa- 
tan was wholly caſt out from Heaven, For before thar 
Battel, he did ſomerimes appear in Heaven, 706 1, 6, 7. 
1 Kings 22.21, And therefore rhis conquering Angel 
muſt be the Angel of whom God ſaid his Name was in 
him, The which will be /ſrae/'s Redeemer, and De- 
liverer, and fo he will be to all that wair for him in 
an obedient Frame, | 

Now the Prince of Darkneſs was a glorious Anget -. 
of Light, and though his Glory is raken from him, and 
he alſp keptin Darkneſs from the mind of God in the 
ſuffering of Chrift for the Redemption. of the World. 
In that he ſaid to the Lord Chriſt, why art thou come to © 
torment 1 before the time, Matt.8,29, Yertthegrea- 
teſt part of the Power which he received of God, 
whenan Angel of Light, is not taken from him, by 
which ic is they do fo many wonders, ' Andas the fal- 

| len 


$0 Godby his ſpirit prepared a Body fot Chriſft,, © 
len Angels can enter into Men and Women, as often 
they do,-as. both in Scripture, and inour times have 
been manifeſted, We may therefore readily appre- . 
hend that the Angel. in whom God's name was, and ' 
who is of greater Power, could enter into that Body 
which was by'the Holy Ghoſt prepared for hin in the 
Womb of the Virgin Mary, and of her Subſtanee. - By 
which the divine Nature was united co the hnmane 
Nature, And in thar he did feem as another Child, 
In his being wraptin ſwadling Clothes, and ſucking ar ' 
the Breaſt, and his wiſdom concealed in his Infancy, 
was, that that might be accompliſhe for which he 
was ſent-of the Father, The which was to ſuffer as 
Man for the redemption of Man. Whar 1s here ſaid is 
plain and eaſie to every rational Man's underſtanding, 
as wellas made clear from the word, 

1having already removed all miſtakes, I ſhall there- 

fore Bis give a ſport Account of the Deity. 


\ TOW the Lord Chriſt faith, John 17. 3. This 5s 
1 VN Lifeeternal that they know thee the only true God, 
and Fe(us Chriſt whom tho haft ſent, In theſe few 
' words there is much included. Mow ſozze profeſs they 
| know Godbat in works they deny him, Tit. 5.16, By pra- 
| Riſing chat which is evil, According alſo it is ſaid, Pſal. 

50 20, 21. Thog fitteſt and ſpeakeft againſt thy brother, 
and ſlandereſt thine own Mothers Son, sheſe things haſt 
408 done, and I hept filenee thoa thoughteſt that I was al- 
ragether ſuch a one as thy ſelf, G&rc., Now ſuch as thus 
think they know God, itwill prove to their own cons 
fuſion. For God 1s of parer eyes than to behold Iniquity, 


'- Hab 1.13. With approbaticn. I do but here hint upon 


theſe things. But thac which I ſhallhere chiefly rake no- 
rice of, is this that Chriſt mentions not the Holy. 
Ghoſt, when ke ſaith, This is life eternal to know thee 


the auly true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whors thog haſt (ent, 
lf: 
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_ Concerning the Holy Ghoſt. * 1% 
[s, becauſe the- Holy Ghoſt is riar a Perſon. But that 
the Holy Ghoſt is incliided, is evidenc,: for none can 
rightly know God, thar is, "underſrandingly as well as 
practically; but muſt know the Haly' Ghoſt. proceeds 
from God ; Becauſe it is rhe Spirit or. Breath of God 
which is called the Holy,'Ghoſt: Which is a River ef 
Life and Power, which flowerh from him. Andis the 
Oyl of Gladnets of which Chriſt is ſaid tobe an inted 
with above hw fellows, Plal 45. 7<, As well Angels as 
Men. __ which it is he, & filled w: th the Gedhead bodi- 
ly, Col. 2; 9. And in that Chriſt ſaith, biz father # the 
only true God s And St. Paxl (aith, There ts one God, and 
one Mediatoxr between God ard Man, the Man Chriſt . 
Jeſus, 1 Tim. 2.5. And again he faith, Looking for thats 
bl:ſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the Great God, 
and our Savioar feſws Chriſt, Iit.2.13. Now in that 
Chriſt and the Apoſtle here fairh, that God the Father 
is the only true God. One God, and'the great God, 
is becauſe the Son and Holy Spirir proceeds from hime. 
God the Father heing the original Cauſe of both. The 
Holy Ghoſt being che Breath of, God, ard River of 
his Pleaſure. And Chr:ft who was the Angel of God's 
Preſence, and the beginning «of the Creation of Ged, Rev. 
3- Ij. Anathe Firſt-vorn of « every Creature, CO)..I. IF. 
He is the Conduit from whence the Waters of Lite do 
flow from the Fountain: God by his Spirit, ſpeaking 
and ating by Ch-ift And therefore Chriſt ſaith, The 
words that I jprak muto you. { ſpe.ch, nat of my ſelf, but the 
Fathey that awclleth in me, he doth the works, john L4.10. 
For the Father and the Son are united by one>pirit; And 
at a Conduir is filled with Water, ſo Chriſt with the 
Water or Spirit of Life. Burt as ail rhe Warer in the 
Founatain Goth nor flow into the Conduit : Soaccord- 
-Ingly God the Farher who isthe Fountain hath reſer- 


ved both the Knowledge and the Power of ſome chings il 


to q himielf, For Ctriit. concern ig the Day of fudg- 
G Meth, 
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82: Chriſt the Angel in whom Gods Name was in, 
ment, ſaich, Matr. 24. 36. Of that day and hour knoweth: 
no Man, no not the Angels of Heaven, but my Father 
only, And Chriſt alſo ſaith, To ſit on my: right hand and 
on myleſt is not mine to give, bat it ſhall be given tothem 
for whom'it is prepared of my Father, Matt. 20,23, And 
when Chriſt cried out, My God,' my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me, Matt. 27,46, By theſt words it doth ap- 
pear, that Gud did withhold the flowing in of his Spit» 
rit of Comfort on him, whilſt the weight-of the Sins of 
the World was upon him, 1/a. 53.4 5. 1t tis ſaid, 
he was wounded for our Tranſyreſſions, he” was” bruiſed: 
for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our Peace was #pon- 
him. And accordingly ſaid, Dan. 9. 26. The Meſſiah 
was cut off but not for himſelf : And whereas Chriſt 
| ſaith, 7 have power ta lay down my life, and 1 have power 
to take it again, John'to0.:17,18- The which was be-- 
Cault God gave not the ſpirit by meaſure unto him, John 
3.34. By which 'he had Life in himſelf, John 5.26. As 
the father hath liſe in himelſ, ſo hath-he given to the ſon 
fehave life in himſelf. And whereas Chriit faith, he had 
Power in himſelf to lay down his life, and take it up again; 
The which 'was by the Power of the Spirit which his 
Father had given him. And therefore it is alſo faid, 
that God raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him at his own 
right hand, Eph.1.20, | 

But when the Son or Angel of God's preſence, Iſa, 63.9. 
In whom God's name was in, Whom: Iſrael vas to obey 
as God, Exod. 23.21, Took our Nature upon him in 
the Womb of the Virgin Mary : God there, and in his 
Childhood gave hisSpirit into him,as he ſaw convenient. 
For he was to appear as another Child: That the My- 
ſtery for which he came into the World might be con+ 
cealed : Which was, thar--as Man he might ſuffer for 
Man. For which cauſe, he was laid as a ſtone of ſtum- © 
bling, anda rock of offence to both the houſes of Iſrael, Iſa, 
 8.14+ And therefore accordingly it is ſaid, That feſws 

5 mo | in- 


How Chriff is better than the Angels, 3 73 


increaſed in Wiſdom and. Srature, Luke 2.52. For had 
the. Lord Chriſt .when he came forth of his Mothers 
Womb, had that excelſent Wiſdom with the Power of 
working Miracles, which afterwards,he had : Then 1/- 
rael could not have: been lefr to: Blindneſs, as to the 
Mefſſhabs firſt coming. And had they knowingly taken 
him off, there had teen no hope for them : Bur as they 
ignorantly did it, Chrift prayed for them faying, Father 
fargive them, for they know nt \ what they do, Luke 
Pos Chriſt by his ſuffering had aneye to the recom - 
pence of Reward. For ir is ſaid, Heb, 12. 2. Who for 
the joy that was ſet before him endured the Croſs, deſpijing 
the ſhame, And again it is ſaid, He taſted q:ath for e- 
very Man. And by his Death broaght many ſons 10 glory, 
Heb. 2.9, 10, For he became the Author of eternal ſal- 
vation to all them that obey him, Heb, 5.9. 

And whereas it is faid, Hb, x.4. Chriſt being made 
ſo mach better than the Angels, as he hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than they, Thewhich is 
to be underſtood rwo ways; Firſt, Chriſt being the 
Beginning of the Creation of God, Rev. 3.14. And tht 
Firſt bory of every creature, 80 that allchings that were 
created, were created by him and for him, Col. I.1y, .16. 
As well as the Father, Rev. 4. 11. And Chrittbeing the 
Angel in wham God ſaid his name was in, Exod. 23.21. 
Whom J[frazl was to obey as God, and who is faid ro 
he the Angel of God's preſence, Ia. 63. 9. And this is he 
who was anointed with the Ol of aladneſs above his fellows 
Pfal. 45. 7. As well Angels as Men, And therefore 
ſaid, he hath by Inheritance obtained a more excellent 
Name than they. For he being the Firſt born of exery 
Creature is Heir of all. zdly. Chriſt as to his humane 
Nature, he was the only begotten Son &f God, 1 john 
4:9: Fobn 3.16. God by his Spirit preparcd a Ecdy: 
for him in" the Womb of the 'irgin fry. In which, 
EO = 4 - he 


4 -'* "Chitft going-into Hell, © © 
| he took tipon him the Seed of &bruham Heb. 2.16. For he 
rook not upon him the nature's? Anzelt,bat he took wpon him 
rhe ſeed of Abraharm.' For as he was the beginning of rhe 
Creation of G >dzagdÞthe Angel of his Preſence in-whom 
his name was in,and he was thereby above the Narure 
of Angels: For he as a Son ſate upon the Throne of his 
Father.. CIs & HOES 
But 'Chrift who was m2:de 4 little lower then the Angels, 
for the [ufferins of Deat, crowned w-tholory and honour, 
that he by the grace of God ſhould taſte Neath for every 
AMan, Heb: 2.9. So as thereby all will be -ſet free 
from the Sin of Adam's Tranſpreſſion in the Day of 
Redemption: And all will be judged according to the 
Deeas done in. the body, whether thiy be good or evil, Rom. 
2.6, I1,12,12. And multitudes of rhoſe Sinners that 
are now Ppuniſhed in the Pit, will inche World ro come 
find Mercv. Bur the greater Oblipari>n any one fins 


- againit, the greater Condemnation they fall under, 


Heb 2 3 And in thar it is ſaid of Chriſt, Iſa. 5 32» 
He pared out his ſoul unto death, Which wordsare to 
be taken two ways ; Firſt, that the pouring out of 
his Soul, was tro the Dearth of his Body. For St. Pe- 
ter ſaith, . When Chriit wa put to Death in the Fleſh, 
he was quicken-d in the Spirit, 1 Per. 3.18. ' And the 
Soul and the Spirir are one and rhe ſame, As 1s plain 
from the words of the Prophet, 1 Kings 17.17, 21, 
22. And the Soul or Spiric when ſeparated from a 
corporeal Body, becomes more quick thereby. - And 
therefore the Apoſtle ſaith,” When ChrifF was put to 
death in the fleſh, he was quickened in the ſpirit, verl. 19, 
£3. which alſo he went and preached mnto the Spirits un 
Priſon, ver\. zo. Which ſometime were diſobedient, 
when once the long ſuffering of God waited in-the 
Days of Noa?. Here Sr. Petey hath his reference to 
Chriſt going down into Hell. Ar which time he did 
- adminiſter Comfort to Souls that were in Priſon. For 
47 God 


Concerning Hell and the Priſoners. 85 

God ſaith of the Nations and People: that are turned 
into Hell, as Pharaoh, or rhe Aflirian: Exe. 31.16 
17. [ made the nattons to ſhake at the ſoand of his fall, 
when 1 caſt him down to hell with them that dejccud into 
the pit : ard all the trees of Ed.n, the choice and the 
beſt of Labanon, all that drink water, ſhall bc comforted 
m the neither parts of the earth, In that ir is alſo ſaid 
the choice and the beſt of Lebanon: it is meant of thaſe 
that were in the higheſt digni:y, as the choſen among 
the People : as the Princes, and Prieſts who were ap- 
pointed of God to be rulers and reachers of the Pen- 
ple, but they had corrupted their way as well as the 
People, and cauſed Iſrael toſin, 1 Kings 14 16. Aal. 
2.8. Therefore Sc. Paxl ſaith concerning { rael, whom 
God for their Sins had left to blindneſs, Kew 11. 32. 
God hath included them ail in wnbelief, that he might 
have mercy on them all. Andaccording to this it is ſaid,” 
Zech. 9g. 11, 12. By the blo,d of thy coverant, | ſend 
forth thy Priſoners out of the pit, wherein is no water :' 
Thar is, there is no comfart in the p't, as-proceed- 
ing from that Place: bur by Chriſt going down into 
the pit,he did preach comfort to thePriſorers that were 
there. Of which David Prophetically ſpeaking of 
Chriſt, faith, Thox welt nut leave »y Soul in bell, nei- 
ther wilt thox ſuffer thine h.!ly one toſce corr apt ion, Pial, 
16. 10, As 2.31. | | 
- "AndChriſt when he was giving up the Ghoit, ſaid, ' 
Father into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, Luke. 23. 46. 
Here we are not tothink that it was into ihe hands of ' 
Gods Perſon, that Ch:iſt did jecommerd his IpIric 
bur into the hands of his Power, and j-rotedt:on ; So 
as. his. Soul might nor he left in Rell. And Chrift af- 
rer he aroie ſaid, Touch me nor, Fir / mm net yc& 
aſcended to wy Father, John 20 17%, And whereas 
Chriſt ſaid ro the penitent Thicf, Thes day ſtatt th w 
be with mein Paradſc, Theie words admit of le. eral 
G& 4 : THC 
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Of the'ſides of the Pit... _ 
ſignifications in that the Scriprures: mentions ſeveral 
ſorts of Days. As che natural day, the day of a Year, 
and the day of a Thouſand Years, and the cloudy. and 
dark day.Soas the Thief might go to Paradiſe the.natu- 
ral Day he died for ought we know, and Chriſt in the 
Day of a Year : For Chriſt forty days after his Re- 
furreCion, he aſcended; -Atts 1, 3. and St. Pal ſaith, 
Ephe. 4.9. Now that he aſcended, w-at is it butt that be 
allo deſcended firſt, into the lower parts of the earth. 
Which David, and. Sr. Fetey call Hell, and the Priſon, 
where the deceaſed Nations are, who ſpeak one to, 
another, Whoſe graves are (ct in the ſides of the Pit, 
Bee..32. 20, 21, 22 23, 24,25,26. AnC the ſides of 
the Pit are thegraves where their Bodies are laid. 

Now in that Chriſt as Man, did ſuffer for Man, 
that thereby he might become 2 Redeemer : God bav- 
ins laid help upon one that is mighty, Pſal. 89. 19. And 
as one Man accepts a ranſom for another Man,or Men: 
So Chrift laid down his Life, that he mighr bea ran- 
ſm for many. For when - God ſpeaks or acts in a 
plain method ; it is agreeable to that rational under- 
derſtanding that God has given Man to fteer by: 
But when God ſpeaks myſt-riouſty, as in calling ſeve- 
ral things by one name, and in that he mentions things 
chat are to come, as though they were paſt or preſenr, 
and ſometimes he repreſents things by Tropes and Fi- 
gures and Similirudes. Theſe things, through our 
Infirmity and Weakneſs we do not underſtand wWith- 
out the affiſtance of God's Spirit ;. or receive Inftru- 
tions by them that have been aſſiſted thereby, And 
any that pretend to be aſſiſted by God in the :open- 
ing of lis word, they muſt make plain what they af- 
firm from the plain letter of the word; and by the 
word explain thoſe places, which ſeemingly before 
well conſidered appear contradictory, For we are not 


ro take up with the fall Notions which have been. 
| put 
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Three.that beur record in Heaven, $7 
yt upon the:Scriptures; For by themall the Herefies 
ey been brought in. EY | ts dr 
. Now in that itis ſaid, [ſa. 9.6. For wnto ws «Childs 
born, unto. a ſon is given, andthe government ſball be 
gpon his ſhaulder ; and his name ſhall be callid wonderful 
Connceller, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace, Now the Son that is here given : "In 
that heis ſaid to be the Mighty God, is becauſe he 
partakes of the divine Eſſence ofthe Father, by his re- 
ceiving of the Spirit without meaſure, John 3. 34. By. 
which the Father gave to the ſon to hawe life in himſelf, 
John 5, 26. And it is ſaid,P[el. 45. 2. Thos art fairer than 
the Children of Men, therefore God bath bleſſed thee for 
ever. Andin thatheis ſaid to be the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, was not only becauſe he was at the creating of 
all chings,but alſo,he is an everlaſting Father to all thar 
ut their truſtin him according to his word, For he 
u become the author of eternal ſalvation to all them that o- 
bey him, Heb. 5.9. But though he is ſaid robea Father 
to his Creatures, yet not a Father to his Father, as 
ſome will haveit. Who hold, there is but one Perſon 
in the Deicy : Though Chriſt himſelf firh, Joby 16. 
27. 1 came out from Goa, verſ.28. I came forth from 
the father and am come into the world, again, I leave the 
world, and go to the Father, What can be mare plain than 
that the Father and the Son are two Perſons. (And 
that one was in Heaven, when the other was upon 
the Earth. JAnd upon this faying of theLord hb Diſciples 
ſaid unto him, lo now [| peake /} thou piainly and fpea keſt na pro- 
verb,ver{.29.For the Lord did often (peak inParables ro 
them. But the Father and the Son being united by ore 
Spirit: Therefore they are ſaid rc be one, For theſe are 
the Three that bare record in Heaven, the Fitkcr, the 
Word, aud the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are one, 
x Joh 5. 7. Being united as aforeſzid, And though' | 
Chriſt is ſaid to be the mighty God, yer ro! where ſaid, |: 


to |}; 
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88 Chriſt aveth the will of his Father. 
 tbethe Almighty God, And accordingly Chriſt ſaith 
fehn 14.23. My Father 58 greater than], and again he 
faith, Ay Farher 5s greater than all, John To. 29, And 
the giver is greater than the receiver, Dan 7. 10, 14. 
And whereas in ſame places ef Scripture,itis faid God 
made all things,Gen. 1 R:v. 4. 1x.And in other places ir 
1s ſaid, that by Chriſt all thn; s were created, Col. I. 16; 
Is becauſe the Father and the:Son are united by one 
Spirit, Aad theretore Chrift ſaith, The Father that 
awelleth in mz he docth the works, John 14.10, The which 
works were dore by the Power of the Spirit of God | 
- which dwelt in him. For asin Exze. 10. 17. I te Spirit of 
the Cheruvims was in the Wheels : So as the Cheru- 
bims or living Creatures moved, 1o the Wheels moved 
decauſe one Spirit guided both. Yet the Cherubims 
were not the Wheels, nor the Wheels the Cherubims : 
Accordingly the Son is not the Father, nor the Father 
rhe Son, yer being united by one Spirit they are one. 


\* Yet the Head is not the Hand, nor the Hand the Head. 


For Chriſt isas the Hand of God, by which God's Mer- 
cy is extended to his Creatures, and as the Head and 
Hand is united by one Body, fo the Father and the Sun 
are united by one Sprit. Bur as the Head is above the 
Hand, fo the Farther is above the Son. And there- 
fore accordingly Chriſt ſaith, I came down from Hea-' 
ven not todo mine own Will, but the Will of him that 
ſ-nt me, fobn 6.38, Bur perhaps ſome may ſay, 
What, hath the Father one Will, and the Son another 
Will? No, but the Father was the firſt moving cauſe ; 
and hehaving promiied that rhe Seed of the Woman 
"ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. God had no ſooner 

romiſed ir, but there was a Will in Chriſt to fulfil his 
Fathers Will. Ard therefore it written of him, I d:- 
light to do thy wil! O God, yea thy Law 4 within my heart, 


Ii Flal. 40. 6,7, ' Neb. 1955. 7, 
| Now 


T he Miſtakes concerning God. g9: 

Now whereas ſome'fay the Holy Ghoſt is a Perſon 
is becauſe they do :10t rightly conſider what they ſay, : 
nor what they affirm. For though they (criptureſly . 
affirm the Hoiy Ghoſt to be a Perſon, 'yer notwich=«- 
ſtanding they will not permit God rhe Father to. be a 
Perſon, no otherwiſe than by Name or Cuſtom fo. 
called, for in reality they do not permic him to be a 
Perſon, in that they fay the Subſtance of God is alike. 
every where as much in Hell and in the Earth as in. 
Heaven, from which ſtrange Notions they affirm the- 
glorious God to have no fimilitude, buta Perſon mult: 
have a ſimilitude, or otherwiſe it 1s no Perſon. ' Bur 
God to pur this out of all doubt has left upon record- 
that he has a ſimilitude, N«m. 12.8, Anditis over. 
and over noted in the Scriptures of Truth thar God: 
is a glorious Perſon, ſitting upon his Throne in Hea-; 
ven, and that the Angels do there behold his Face 
which things in this Book I haveabundantly proved, 
and therefore do but hint upon it here, 

And the Perſon of God cannor be divided, butthe: 
- Holy Ghoſt which is the Spirit or Breath of God can 
be divided. For the Holy Ghoſt' which appeared: in 
the likeneſs of ſeveral, .Cloven Tongues at once, AtF-: 


2. 2,3, 4. So that if the Holy Ghoſt were a - 


Perſon, then there were many Perſons of the Holy 
Ghoſt. For the Perſon of God cannot be divided, 

and therefore God and Chriſt is ſaid ro ſpeak by the 
Spirit in the Prophets of Ol, Pet.1.1T, Bur Man by 
his invented reaſonings, and by leaning ro what his 
ſcriptureleſs Authors ſay, loſt the right knowledge of 
God, I Coy. 1, 19. 20, 21,27, 28. /ſ4- 42. 19. Whois 
blind as myſervant, or acaf as the m:ſſenger I ſend, ver. 

' 20. Seeing many. thins, but thow obſt-veſt not, opening 
the ear' but tho heareſ} net, The which is much for wanr 
of due conſideration, and obſervation, that ſome 
g00d Men are ſomuch in the dark as they are. 


God 


c 4 oY Cd > 5 
£ On 


. 
IDLE ICD TT, E%F; Þ-2 _—_ LAS B04 RIP HERS ate A —— 
ns ee rene need Be ne Ee eee eee er IRE be. IP 
Man 4d 


T rhe truth _—_ fo he ef __ 


God of his Mercy having enabled a weak wormto 
make the Old and New Teſtament to agree ; and al- 


ſo to remove all the miſtakes which has occafioned. 


our difterences in Opinions, As in my Books is plain- 
ly made appear. And now thoſe that will not believe 
Moſes and the Prophets, and: Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
now they are made to agree, will not believe though 
one roſe from the dead, But when the Proteſtant 
Chriſtians came out from Popery, they neither made 
the Old and New Teſtament to agree, neither did 
they work Miracles tro confirm what they. ſaid, 
But the Chriſtians being very ignorant in the Scrip- | 
rures, were cailly carricd with -every wind of Do- 
Arine, and the Teachers by the Apoſtacy having loſt 
the right Sentiments of the word and world to. come 
' by which they were much in the dark. 

And the Romiſh Church making the greatGod like an 
ald Man with a corporeal Subſtance, therefore the Pro- 
reſtants that came out of Popery would not permit God 
to be a ſpiritual gloriousPerſon,as rheScriprures declare 
him to be, who lixe the Chriſtians, when the Major 
part did apoſtatize from the Truth: Then they would 
not keep the right day upon which the Lord ſuffered, 
becauſe ir was the time of the Zews Paſſover. Neither 
the right. time when the Holy Ghoſt came down in 
Cloven Tongues, becauſe it was the Fews Pentecoſt, 
But was for fhzhting and killing thoſe Chriſtians thar 
was for ſtanding up for the right days, on which the 
forementioned things were performed. And as we 
keep the wrong Day for Chriſts ſufferings ; ſo like- 
wiſe for his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, asit is to be 
plainly known by the fews living amongſt us, who 
keep the right time for the. Paſſover, and Pentecoſt. 
This Diſcord among the Chriſtians is recorded: in Hi- 
ſtory: Andthe Chriſtians denying the Glory that God 


hath promiſed to Iſrael in time to come, which will be 
4 Joel 


The truth ought to be deſired, Dt 
%el 3.1,2.161n thoſe days and in that time when Tſhall 
bring again the Captivity of 7#dah and Jersſalom;and 
when he judgeth the Nations in the Vally of 7ehyſha- 
phat, verſ. 2.12.13. Which Nations are the wicked 
Vine, Rev.19. 1 Fe Thefe things the Chriſtians denying, 
they could not then make ſenſe ofa great part of what 
they did' ſay, as to their Interpretations they purep- | 
on the Scriptures, The which caufed an implicite 
Faith to be cryed up on all hands. And had the gentile 
Chriſtians ſince the Apoſtacy from the Truth, been to 
have been judged according to rhe ſoundneſs of their 
Faith, and not according to the integrity of theirHeart, 
they could not have been ſaved. 'But God who is the 
 judgeofall rhe world will do right:: Therefore all will 
be judged according to their deeds done inthe body 
whether they have been good or evil. So that of ez 
very Nation, every one that feareth God, and workerh 
Righteouſneſs, is accepred of him, As To. 35. For 
he will ſhew Mercy To all that order their Converſation 
aright, Pſal. go. 23. Matt.5.3. &c. So that all the 
time of thecloudy and dark Day there is ſome of all 
Parties will find Mercy, that have ordered their con- 
verſation according as required, For the Damnatiof 
threatned,is to them that have no loveto theTruth,and 
take pleaſure in Uorighteoulneſe, 2Theſ 2.12. And with- 
out doubr, ſome of all Parties have had a love to the 
Truth, could they have known where to have found 
1t....Butby the Apoſtacy things have been turned -up- 
"ſide down, 1f{4.29. 16. As it was not then to be att 
tained until the time of the end: At which time God 
hath promiſed Knowledge ſhomld be increaſed, Dan. 12. 
4. - For it will be ſad for thoſe Chriſtians that are 
found in Darkneſs when the day of the Lord comes. 
For ro come into the Wedding Supper when the Lord 
comes, it is required of ſuch thar they ſhould be found 
in the Faith, The which conſiſteth in the Knowle ge 
| 4.0 
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92 The Truth ourht to be deſired, 


of the true- meaning of the Word, and. conſcionably 
practiſing the ſame: Andthere is no bringing of the 
People to a right underſtanding of the word, -withour 
unravelling to them their miſtakes to the: bottofn, 
which now may be done, the word being made plain; 
but before ic could not. And thoſe that will now op+ 
poſe, and ſmother the Truth, neither do juſtly oor 
love Merey, nor waik humbly with God. For the 
Truth ought to be welcome to all, Let God bring.it 
forth by whom he pleaſes. Andit is required of every 
rational Man and Woyman, to be like the Noble Be- 
reans in ſearching the Scriprnres, to ſts whether the 


Truths which are now diſcovered, are not therein : 
And God has often imployed Women in ceclaring- his 
truth. And Chriſt fick coming, was firft made known 


to the Women, LZyke. 1.4t. And Woman was the 
firſt Publiſher of ir, co all that looke for Redemption in 


Jeruſal: m, Chap. 2.. 28. And after Chriſt Reſurre- 
tion, the Women were {crit both by the Angel, and 
Chriſt, to tel] che Difcipies, that he was riſen, Azarr. 


28. 5, 10, Now thoit that are unwilling to receive 


the truth, becauſe God: brings the knowledge of it to 


light by a Woman. may as well like the Jews, re- 


fuſe to be ſaved by Chriſt, becauſe he came of a Wo 


man. But he that is wiſe, ler hm be wiſe for him- 


ſelf; but he thar fcorncth, he alone ſhall bear ir, 


Pre. 9. 12. O tharc th: Chriſtians would make a due 
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by the ſ:zme Aurkor by which Bocks the Scripcures are mad? 
plain, and rhe Miſtakes removed, as the word ofthe Lerd 

way be fuifi:ied Dar. 12. 4. 7- | . 


_ ee ee 


